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THE FORT LAUDERDALE 
EXECUTIVE AIRPORT 

CONTINUES TO GROW
Larger, heavier and noisier aircraft 

are on the way to our 
60 year old airport

By Commissioner Suzanne Boisvenue,
Oakland Park

In August, I met with Congressman Ron Klein at an 
open forum in the North Ridge Hospital Auditorium to dis-
cuss your airport noise and safety issues and to listen to 
resident’s concerns. The Fort Lauderdale - Hollywood Inter-
national Airport is scheduled for expansion. Quiet peaceful 
enjoyment is your constitutional right.

This expansion will eventually send larger aircraft to Fort 
Lauderdale  Executive Airport which I am carefully monitor-
ing and discussing issues with State and Congressional leg-
islators. Next week, I am meeting with the noise abatement 
officer at FXE. 

I am sure you remember the DC-3 cargo plane which 
crashed surrounded by six schools, North Ridge Hospital 
and our neighborhoods on June 13, 2005. Congressman 
Ron Klein and Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
both recognized how serious the issue was and had a spe-
cial meeting with the Federal Aviation Administration. 

 
One pilot reports the following. “Foreign-

Trade Zone (FTZ) is an area that, for U.S. Cus-
toms purposes, is considered to be in inter-
national commerce. Any foreign or domestic 
material can be moved into an FTZ without 
being subject to U.S. Customs duties. 

This FTZ is operated as a public venture 
sponsored by City of Fort Lauderdale. With 
the arrival of the Foreign Trade Zone, does 
that mean that the Executive Airport is being 
used more of an industrial airport for the im-

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 5

Shoot the Perp!
page 19

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
THE 

2006 FORT LAUDERDALE 
MAYORAL ELECTION

Was it Illegally Rigged to benefit 
Mayor Jim Naugle?

By Steve Kelley

In the Summer of 2005, the Mayoral election set for 
March, 2006 was getting serious. Mayor Jim Naugle was 

the incumbent and Dan Lewis 
the challenger. Naugle, already 
in office for 25 years, knew that 
very few people voted in Fort 
Lauderdale and getting them 
out to the polls was always 
troublesome. 

When Naugle ran for re-
election every three years, only 
6,600 voters of our 176,000 
residents (4% or so) bothered 
to vote for him. Around 96% of 
residents never voted in our lo-
cal elections. In many of his re-
election campaigns, Naugle’s 
opponents were weak and not 
a real challenge. However, this 

time Dan Lewis was presenting a strong challenge that would 
demand extraordinary work to defeat him.

It would help Naugle if only someone else would decide 
to enter the mayoral race. If so, Naugle would get a candidate 
to both dilute the anti-incumbent vote and more important, 
have a third candidate which would automatically trigger a 
special primary vote in February, 2006 where he’d be more 
likely to win. 

If Naugle won, there would be no need for a March, 
2006 vote if Naugle got at least 51% of the primary vote.  In 
this way, turnout would be better and Naugle’s base would 
be more likely to show up. But Naugle looked around at the 
four city commission districts and saw the dearth of candi-
dates and was worried. He worried because District 1 had no 
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race and district 4 was most likely going 
to be settled in February.  

He worried because Districts 2 & 3 
were going to be March contests – dis-
tricts Naugle traditionally lost.  Naugle 
knew he probably couldn’t turn out 
enough of his voters to overcome the 
votes in districts 2 & 3 in March.  He 
needed a February Primary where Dis-
trict 4 could balance District 2 and his 
problems with District 3 would disap-
pear.  He needed a third candidate in 
his race for Mayor, a non candidate who 
would simply be on the ballot.

This is when James Christopher 
Peer decided to run for mayor.  He was 
a questionable Fort Lauderdale Resi-
dent who had never voted in a munici-
pal race before – and in fact, had never 
even voted in Fort Lauderdale ever (His 
voter registration and Driver’s license 
were in Ocala, Florida) and no one had 
ever seen him “around.” The Fort Lau-
derdale charter requires that candidates 
live in the city at least 6 months before 
an election in order to run for mayor. 
The Sun Sentinel ran a story wonder-
ing if Peer was a credible candidate and 
was, in fact, a resident.

The Fort Lauderdale City Clerk, who 
works for the Mayor and Commission, 
apparently is not required to actually 
check candidate’s residential qualifica-
tions, in spite of that being a charter 
requirement. In this case, the city clerk 
simply didn’t care. It turns out that a po-
litical opponent or others must take it to 
court and have it adjudicated. 

Of course, the judge must feel like 
getting involved in the whole busi-
ness. No one really checks this stuff. So 
Lewis took this to court and the judge 
promptly dismissed it on a discretionary 
technicality and let the campaign con-
tinue as though nothing was amiss. 

Peer had no legal residency in Fort 
Lauderdale but ran for mayor anyway. 

In reality, Peer ran no real campaign. 
He admits he did not attend any candi-
dates’ debates or forums as a mayoral 
candidate. He’s also freely admitted he 
did not attend the Sun-Sentinel’s or Mi-
ami Herald’s candidate’s interviews for 
mayor. Does anyone remember “Peer 
for Mayor” yard signs, public appear-
ances, fund raisers, campaign mailings 
or advertising? In the end, Naugle got 
someone to trigger his primary. 

On February 3rd, just 11 days be-
fore the election, and 4 days before a 
Judge would dismiss a challenge to his 
residency on technical grounds – Peer 
sued Lewis in Federal court charging 

that Lewis violated the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act by obtaining and publishing 
information from Peer’s credit report. 
According to court documents, Peer 
and his attorneys knew before they filed 
the Federal action that their allegations 
were untrue.  Curiously, Peer’s lawyer, 
Richard Rosenbaum, a local attorney 
who was well connected to the politi-
cal infrastructure mysteriously worked 
pro-bono in the lawsuit. According to 
other court documents, another Naugle 
supporter and city insider, Chuck Mal-
kus became Peer’s spokesman.   Coinci-
dentally, Malkus was one of the people 
Peer identified who urged him to run. 
This was the same Malkus who was also 
listed as one of the top contributors to 
Naugle’s campaign.   

Malkus and Peer’s attorney made a 
big deal of the lawsuit to all members of 
the press they could reach saying that 
Lewis broke a law, which imposed crim-
inal penalties. The story broke about 10 
days before the primary election with 
those inflammatory allegations and was 
highly damaging to Lewis’ campaign, 
after all – who would want to vote for 
someone who would violate someone’s 
privacy.    

Although Peer’s campaign was 
non-existent and Peer largely irrelevant, 
the allegation of Lewis’s misconduct 
carried weight because it was filed in 
Federal Court – certainly not a frivolous 
action.  Remember, that according to 
court documents, both Peer and his At-
torney knew the allegations were false 
– but that didn’t stop this political dirty 
trick.

Lewis lost the election, and not sur-
prisingly, Peer celebrated with Naugle at 
Naugle’s victory party. The additional 
cost of the Primary Election for Mayor 
was in the hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, a bill the Fort Lauderdale taxpay-
ers had to pay.

After losing the election, Lewis an-
swered Peer’s Federal lawsuit and coun-
ter sued claiming Peer was using the 
federal courts to manipulate the elec-
tion and corrupt the electoral process, 
a flagrant campaign dirty trick. Lewis 
claimed that the lawsuit discredited his 
campaign and legitimized allegations 
that were false. 

Lewis’ lawsuit works its way 
through the courts

Lewis lost the election but he didn’t 
lose his conviction that the election was 
swayed by this alleged bogus candi-
date. Unknown to most people, Lewis’ 
suit has continued to the present as a 

textbook case of abuse of judicial pro-
cess and political dirty tricks.

The Court excused Peer’s first set of 
counsel on the eve of Peer’s deadline 
to produce documents, including cell 
phone records, and financial informa-
tion, to Lewis on the grounds of irrecon-
cilable differences.  Peer did not produce 
the records and was ordered to do so 
by the court. Peer’s second set of coun-
sel again, on the eve of Peer’s second 
deadline to produce the documents and 
records, also was excused by the court 
on the grounds of breakdowns in their 
attorney-client relationship with Peer. 

Peer again did not comply with the 
Court Order to produce the records 
and information. The Court disquali-
fied Peer’s third attorney for misconduct 
and the failure to abide by Court Orders 
and also struck Peer’s complaint against 
Lewis and his answer to Lewis’ counter 
claim of abuse of process because of 
his failure to produce the discovery and 
abide by Court Orders. 

There have been many court docu-
ments and conferences related to Peer’s 
failure to produce the records requested 
by Lewis, and despite constant requests 
by Lewis’ lawyer and the judge, Peer has 
provided no evidence of the justification 
for his lawsuit. 

He has refused to provide the re-
quested bank records (that mysteriously 
disappeared), tax returns (that he does 
not possess because of financial hard-
ship) or cell phone records (of which he 
is unaware of any method to obtain). 
Peer and his three lawyers have continu-
ally refused to comply with court’s or-
ders, instructions and multiple discovery 
requirements. 

Over the last 17 months, he has 
essentially stonewalled the court and 
thwarted Lewis’ quest to uncover Peer’s 
bogus claims and to reveal the truth. 

To date, Peer has gone through 
three lawyers and is supposedly seek-
ing a fourth. It’s all very strange and 
Lewis’ lawyer has met with all kinds of 
impediments, delays and obfuscations 
as to whether Peer’s first attorney, who 
brought Peer’s federal action less than 
11 days before the Primary Election, 
was working pro bono or was actually 
paid. Why would his lawyers want to 
hide this information? What would the 
information about who paid Peer’s first 
attorney reveal and would it implicate 
Naugle? The case continues to go badly 
for Peer.

Will Naugle’s “ghost” oppo-
nent come back to haunt him?

On September 4, 2007, the judge in 

the case is expected to hold a damages 
trial. Lewis is asking for his legal fees and 
costs. 

In addition, Lewis is seeking damag-
es including punitive damages to send 
a clear message to all those involved in 
political dirty tricks that it won’t be toler-
ated in the federal courts. Lewis is also 
asking the Court to sanction the attor-
neys who enabled Peer to file, pursue, 
and continue his baseless lawsuit by 
holding them liable for their participa-
tion in Peer’s abuse of the judicial pro-
cess to corrupt an election.  

On an ironic note, Peer claims to be 
a  financial planner for Allstate Financial 
Services, for whom a bankruptcy is not 
viable option for him to avoid the impo-
sition of sanctions and damages against 
him which could be in the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

 In the most recent bizarre twist, 
Peer now has turned against his previ-
ous counsel claiming he wasn’t repre-
sented properly. Peer apparently feels 
like he’s a victim and may sue his former 
counsel in an attempt to escape mone-
tary damages. In apparently agreeing to 
be part of manipulations of an election 
and campaign dirty tricks, Peer has cre-
ated a huge mess that continues with 
no end in sight. And he actually lives in 
Ocala, Florida.  

It will be interesting to see who he 
implicates next.

Lewis notes, “Perhaps through the 
award of damages, bogus candidates 
will get a clear and resounding message 
that it’s both wrong and illegal to abuse 
the election process and the courts. I 
can assure you, we’re either going to 
get the truth and/or the money, and not 
necessarily in that order.”

While the details and the evidence 
is still being concealed by Peer in his at-
tempts to cover-up his role and those re-
sponsible, it is obvious to any impartial 
third party observer what happened.

Many intriguing questions remain; 
Was Peer paid,  and who was Naugle’s 
middleman (or woman)? 

If Naugle wasn’t part of it all, how 
did he know details of the lawsuit be-
fore it was public? Why did such a high-
powered attorney take Peer’s residency 
challenge case for free?   

Stay tuned for much more – it’s 
going to be a bumpy ride for Peer and 
some sleepless nights for those who 
that depend on his silence. 

The Fort Lauderdale City News will 
continue to follow this story.  

THE CURIOUS CASE OF THE 2006 MAYORAL ELECTION
Curious Case - 
Continued from page 1



Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.com www.citynewsfl.com Page 5  - September, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News

port and export of heavy cargo loads?  

The FTZ is a federal program to de-
fer, reduce, or even eliminate costly Cus-
toms duties on products imported into 
the United States. Companies previously 
operating at the Fort Lauderdale Inter-
national Airport have diverted cargo 
flights to the FXE putting us all in harm’s 
way.” 

We need more FAA ground inspec-
tors, stronger FAA policies to enforce the 
rules and ensure proper flight paths are 
adhered to. Flying at low altitudes over 
or near our hospitals, schools, neighbor-
hoods is not acceptable. 

The potential change in location of 
aircraft to the Executive Airport on Com-
mercial Blvd. will cause excessive noise 
pollution and safety issues in our neigh-
borhoods if the preferred I-95 turn flight 
paths are not adhered to. Please call the 
FXE Noise Abatement Hotline number 
at 954-828-6666 to report noise and 
low flying air craft. 

Aircraft taking an easterly departure 
(seen recently) have been directed to use 
13/31 runway to travel over the Com-
mercial Boulevard corridor which runs 
over our neighborhoods. This flight pat-

tern crosses over six schools, Florana-
da, Northeast, Rickards, Westminster, 
Pine Crest, North Andrews Gardens 
Elementary,  residential homes and 
three hospitals.

All aircraft coming and going us-
ing the optimal I-95 corridor to gain 
altitude has eliminated much of the 
noise pollution and safety issues. It is 
time for the objections of the neigh-
borhoods to be heard. Airport board 
appointees should be replaced with 
members who reflect the sentiments 
of the majority of those affected. 
Please call 954-828-4966 at the Air-
port  FXE  administration office to ex-
press your concerns.

I am working on extending the 
I-95 U-turn hours which are now 11 
pm to 7 Am. 

As always, I am interested in 
h e a r i n g 
from you. 
Your issues 
are im-
portant to 
me.  Please 
feel free to 
contact me 
at 954 298 
8899. 

Call Garry Thani 
(954) 893-9540 or  

(954) 444-7788  

We can fix any computer problem!
All Computer Repairs -  Your home or Office!
Fast Service! 
Hardware Upgrades 
Virus Detection/Protection 
Spyware & adware 
removal! 
New computer setup 
Data Recovery & Backup 
Home/Office Network 
Systems—Wireless! 
Affordable systems 
starting at $599 

And much, much more!

Commissioner Kristin Jacobs - 
Continued from page 1

2430 NE 13th Avenue - Wilton Manors 
(954) 564-9147

Visit us at our great new location at 
2430 NE 13th Avenue, right behind 
Old Florida Seafood on 26th Street. 

See our great selection of trees, 
shrubs, groundcovers & flowers.

Beautiful
Pottery from 
Spain, Italy, 

Mexico,  
Asia & Vietnam

Chess Tournament at Imperial Point Library  
Chess players are invited to participate in a tournament 

scheduled for September 15.

Imperial Point (IP) Branch Library will celebrate the first anniversary of its’ chess 
club with a Swiss system chess tournament on Saturday, September 15 from 1:00 
to 4:00 pm. The tournament is for beginners and intermediate players. No mem-
bership in any chess organization is required.

IP Library formed the chess club in response to research which indicated that 
chess is beneficial to the mental health of all ages. Those who participate in the an-
cient art of chess show a significant advancement in spatial, numerical and admin-
istrative agilities. Researchers also say that playing board games, reading, and other 
brain-focused activities can prevent the onset of dementia related illness including 
Alzheimer’s disease. According to a study, published in the New England Journal 
of Medicine; participants, who practiced one of these brain-focused activities once 
a week, reduced the risk of dementia by 7 percent.

Chess instruction programs and practice matches have been offered free at the 
IP Library to over 375 participants this past year. Chess club members range in age 
from 7 to over 70 years of age. During the practice sessions held each Saturday, 
all ages are encouraged to practice and learn from each other. Club meetings with 
instruction sessions are held the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm.

The Chess Tournament will culminate with awards presented with full fanfare 
by The Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA), a living-history group specializing 
in the culture of the Middle Ages. The SCA focuses on the culture, costumes, tools, 
weapons and activities of a society that existed from 400 AD to 1650 AD. SCA has 
set-up a display at the Imperial Point Library which focuses on the weaponry, and 
armor of the period.  Scrolls and coins will be provided by the SCA and awarded 
to the winners of the chess tournament. For information on the SCA call 954-881-
6079.

The Imperial Point Branch Library is located at 5985 N. Federal Highway in Fort 
Lauderdale. Information on the Chess Club and its’ upcoming tournament can be 
obtained by calling Anita Magnotta, program coordinator for the IP Branch Library 
at 954-492-1881.
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CAN’T AFFORD 
TO MOVE?

REMODEL ON A 
BUDGET!

            
         By Darren Johnson
 
OK, so you don’t have enough 

green for that addition you were dream-
ing about. You would be amazed at 
how a few architectural upgrades can 
add some pizzazz to your so-so looking 
home.

 
DOORS
            
Replacing your exterior doors would 

be a major improvement to your house. 
Front entry doors come in a wide vari-
ety of styles and price ranges. Material 
cost can range from a few hundred to 
a few thousand dollars for a single ex-
terior pre-hung door. Today there are 
a lot more choices available for impact 
resistant doors, eliminating the need for 
that exciting drill we’re all familiar with 
– installing storm shutters. Do you have 
sliding glass doors that barely move or 
worse yet - are frozen in place? French 
doors also are available in a wide vari-
ety of styles, and some manufacturers 
will custom fit a door to your opening. 
Larger openings will need sidelites in 
addition to double doors to take up the 
extra space.

Interior doors occasionally need to 
be upgraded as well. Many of the new-
er styles come embossed with dozens 

of different patterns. They are usually 
made of medium density fiberboard or 
a composite material. Many of these 
styles are available in both hollow and 
solid core doors. For a few dollars more, 
solid core doors offer more privacy for 
bedrooms and bathrooms.

Selecting your new door is only half 
the battle, now you need it installed. In-
stalling a door is not easy - unless you’ve 
done it before, think about hiring a pro-
fessional. There are some good door in-
stallers out there. Here are some tips on 
narrowing your search for one. Licensed 
and insured are always two good quali-
ties to start with. Your installer should 
be highly experienced, and references 
should be available upon request.

INTERIOR MOLDINGS
            
Adding a high profile baseboard 

will provide lots of style. And, you don’t 
need high ceilings to go big on the base-
board. There are at least a dozen differ-
ent sizes and profiles to choose from 
in South Florida. Baseboard is typically 
manufactured from one of two differ-
ent materials; wood or MDF (medium 
density fiberboard). Each material has its 
pros and cons.

Adding crown molding to the main 
rooms of your house will spectacularly 
define the living space. Here again, 
there are at least a dozen profiles avail-
able, from a concave design to an ogee 
bevel and many in between. You may 
try this installation yourself, depending 
on your skill level. However, if your saw 
blade isn’t sharp enough, you may want 

to ask your door installer, (provided you 
have one now) to consult you on this 
project.

 
DEFINE YOUR PROPERTY LINE 

WITH A FENCE
            
There are several reasons why peo-

ple install fences on their property. Pri-
vacy is usually at the top of the list. Let’s 
look at some fence styles. For the utili-
tarian, there is chain-link fence. It is the 
least expensive and it keeps your pets 
where you want them. It is available in 
galvanized or vinyl coated (usually black 
or green). Chain-link fence, by design 
allows wind to pass through virtually 
unimpeded, which makes it stand up 
better in a hurricane.  Installation prices 
can range from 15 to 20 dollars per foot 
(for material and labor), depending on 
size and style for most residential appli-
cations.

For those who desire more privacy, 
there is wood fence. Shadowbox and 
board on board are the two most pop-
ular styles. In addition to more privacy, 
the beauty of the wood grain is very 
appealing, especially if a stain is applied 
to your wood fence. In South Florida, 
building codes require that treated lum-
ber and corrosion resistant fasteners 
are used in the construction of wood 
fences. In addition, 4x4 posts are re-
quired every 4 feet and must be at least 
24 inches below ground in a 10 inch 
wide concrete footing. Even though 
pressure treated lumber is designed to 
last, South Florida’s humidity takes a toll 
on wood fences. After about 10 years 

in the ground, their strength begins to 
fade, leaving them more susceptible to 
wind damage. For wood fence, licensed 
contractors generally charge 26 to 32 
dollars per foot.

If you want the ultimate in corro-
sion resistance, there is vinyl fence. It is 
generally considered to be UV resistant, 
fade resistant, and chip resistant. These 
qualities come with a price. It is the most 
expensive of the three styles described. 
Installation prices can vary depending 
on which style or size is selected. White 
is usually the vinyl fence color of choice. 
It is commonly available from a 3’ high 
picket fence to a 6’ high privacy fence, 
with many sizes and styles in between. 
Installation prices can range from 25 to 
45 dollars per foot for a finished vinyl 
fence, depending on size and style.

Whether you do it yourself or hire 
a professional, the results will pay off. 
Remodeling boosts the equity in your 
property, and you should be able to 
enjoy your new upgrades for years to 
come.

 
 Darren Johnson occasionally writes 

articles about the construction industry 
for this news letter and other publica-
tions. Darren is a life-long resident of 
South Florida. He has been in the con-
struction industry for 27 years and is 
currently licensed in Broward County 
as a specialty contractor for finished 
carpentry and fence installation. Darren 
can be reached at 954-258-0752.

The New “Festival Laundromart” is 
“Earth Friendly” and saves time!

The local “coin laundry” has been around forever.  It’s where people go who 
don’t have a washer and dryer of their own – or where you go to wash oversized 
items like comforters. Most of us have not been in one in years. But like everything 
else – high tech has come to the modern Laundromat.  Not only is the new laun-
dry “Earth friendly” – but a new service industry has been born.  

At the new Festival Laundromart the old fashioned “top loader” washers 
have been replaced with “front loaders” The tumble action gets cloths cleaner 
and causes less friction, it’s gentler on clothing and you can wash delicate items 
that you would normally wash by hand.  They use less detergent which can be 
harmful to you and the environment, and they save water and energy.  The aver-
age top loader uses 35 to 40 gallons of water to wash 8 to 12 lbs of clothing – a 
front loader uses less than 30 gallons to wash 30 lbs.  That’s a savings of almost 
80 gallons of water for 3 loads! With water restrictions becoming more common-
place and the cost of water going up - that is a huge savings.  The front loaders 
are “water extraction” units.  During the spin cycle more water is extracted from 
the material – which means less drying time. And our dryers are propane powered 
– saving even more energy.

The new Laundromat saves energy in other ways.  Older Laundromats and 
most homes use a boiler or tank system for heating water.  This system is very inef-
ficient – it stores water in a large tank that is constantly expending energy to keep 
the water heated – even when it is not being used.  At Festival Laundromart they 
use the new hi-efficiency, propane fired, instant on Tagaki tankless water heaters.  

This system consists of an array of four heating units that heat the water as it passes 
through.  Water is only heated when it is being used.  It is estimated that this system 
uses less than 25% of the energy used for the old tank systems.   

A large concern for many of us is the effect of detergent and fabric softeners on 
our health and the environment. Petroleum based detergents frequently contain 
chemicals that can be irritating to skin.  The fragrances in fabric softeners contain 
chemicals which have been linked to cancer and can provoke allergies. Chlorine 
bleach is a caustic substance that can irritate eyes, nose and airways. Once these 
detergents disappear into the sewers and are treated, they are discharged into 
nearby waterways. The resulting chemicals harm local plant and animal life.  While 
all detergent contains some chemicals, at the Palo’s Festival Laundromart we use 
“Ecos” a soy-based soap that is free of chlorine, acids, petrochemicals and dyes. It 
is safer for you and the environment.   

The most precious commodity for us all is time.  An average household spends 
about 10 hours a week doing laundry.  Many spend an entire day at home to 
handle this chore.  An average load is about 10 lbs of laundry and takes about 2 
hours.  

The Palo’s Festival Laundromart offers home pick-up and delivery service for all 
of your laundry and dry cleaning.  We have a commercial press on the premises – if 
you use tablecloths and cloth napkins or just prefer your freshly washed sheets to 
be “wrinkle free” we can handle your small pressing problems. 

Calling the Palo’s not only saves you time but you actually conserve water 
and energy, extend the life of your clothing, reduce the impact of detergents and 
bleaches on our environment, and, you get nice clean clothes.  What a fascinating 
modern world we live in.  

Visit 3560 N. Andrews Ave., Oakland Park, (954) 564-9910.
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Arts ShowcaseArts Showcase Dedicated to
the Arts

Welcome to the 
Arts Showcase!

Every month, FLCN brings you a  
-- menu of delights to feed your artistic 
tastes! Our goal is to support the arts by 
promoting local talent and the venues 
that provide access to creative works, 
and by honoring those arts leaders who 
are instrumental in the cultural develop-
ment of our city.

For our artists, our editorial content 
offers guidance on selling art and man-
aging their art as a true business that 
earns a meaningful income.

Art With a HeartArt With a Heart
     by Monica Adele Harris

Many of our local artists are engaged 
in the global trend of merging art with 
activism. The inherent sensitivity of the 
creative temperament is naturally con-
ducive to the humanitarian ethic. Artists 
are, by nature, driven by their creative 
muse, rather than material pursuit, often 
at a high cost of personal sacrifice. So it 
is understandable that a movement has 
arisen that compels artists, be they vi-
sual or performance, to take on special 
causes that benefit others or contribute 
to the protection of our planet.

From animal rights to ecological is-
sues, artists are taking up their shields to 
fight for justice and compassion. Global 
warming, the destruction of the rain 
forest, political oppression, economic 
inequity, discrimination, the unethical 
treatment and slaughter of animals and 
marine life- all have become platforms 
on which artists now stand-and they 
contribute their time, resources and 
money to their personal causes.

Skeptics regard such media-com-
pelling activity as mere publicity stunts. 
But whatever the true motivation be-
hind such activism, the fact remains: 
the contributions of our artists towards 
enriching the quality of life in our world 
does make a positive difference. If, at 
the same time, it improves their image 
or enhances their career, does that really 
matter?

Cynics aside, comprehension of ar-
tistic sensibility reveals that creatives are 
in touch with a higher energy stream 
than the mundane quests for money, 
power and prestige. They delve in 

deeper waters, always searching for the 
truth, and spend endless hours strug-
gling to express their finds in meaningful 
ways that will touch the hearts, minds 
and lives of others. Their commitment 
to this pursuit cannot be measured on a 
time card, and the benefit package they 
receive is a spiritual, rather than a mon-
etary gratuity.

LOCAL ART ACTIVISTS

Wyland Foundation
Protecting the world’s oceans & ma 

rine life
(949) 497-7979
www.wylandfoundation.org

Rock ‘N Art
Rain Forest Preservation
Mabel & Lilian Vittini
(561) 699-0823

Ed Regan
Human Rights Photography
(561) 706-9999
www.floridadigitalgallery.com

Carlos Miller
Civil Rights Photography
(305) 431-8300
www.magicitymedia.com

ARTISTS WITH A HEART

If you are a local artist or performer 
engaged in contributing to a worth-
while cause, contact us to be included 
in a special “Arts Showcase” issue and 
event recognizing the value of those 
creatives making a difference in our 
world.

Broward Cultural 
Division Seeks Input to 

Improve Cultural 
Quarterly Magazine

Award-winning, fine arts magazine 
is a free service of the Broward County 
Commission

For the past two decades, Broward 
County Commission’s Cultural Division 
has produced Cultural Quarterly, a fine 
arts magazine, free of charge to Broward 
County residents.  In order to continue 
to improve the quality of the publication 
and provide better public service, the 
Cultural Division is conducting a short 
online survey.  A link to the survey is on 
the home page of the Cultural Division’s 
web site at www.broward.org/arts/
home.htm or click here.

Established in 1987, Cultural Quar-
terly has undergone many changes to 
its contents over the years. The maga-
zine features profiles on Broward-based 
artists and not-for-profit cultural organi-
zations as well as the most comprehen-
sive listing of cultural arts offerings in 
Broward County.

“The Cultural Division has consis-
tently been able to provide free informa-
tion to residents and visitors about the 
550 not-for-profit cultural organizations, 
10,000 artists and our community,” said 
Mary A. Becht, director of Broward Cul-
tural Division. “These organizations and 
artists present thousands of events an-
nually which add to the quality of life for 
residents and visitors.”

If you need a printed copy of the sur-
vey, you may pick one up at the Cultural 
Information Center on the first floor of 
the Broward County Main Library, 100 
S. Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale 
or call the Broward Cultural Division at 
954-357-7457.  For more information 
on the survey or for a free subscription 
please email jleshinsky@broward.org.   
Cultural Quarterly magazine is a service 
of the Broward County Board of County 
Commissioners.

Express Yourself 
Through Art: 

From the InsideOut

Imagine being able to speak 
through a paintbrush, or even a cray-
on. Images that are created by us hold 
a power and strength that even words 
often cannot. Art therapy is the meth-
od of using various art materials to cre-
atively express and process emotions, 
thoughts or experiences. 

The process of art therapy ben-
efits individuals of any age and works 
wonderfully in a group setting. The art, 
while creating in a group, provides a 
deeper sense of connection and safety 
among participants. 

InsideOut Art and Wellness, Inc. 
brings the process of art therapy and 
art process groups throughout Bro-
ward County. Lisa Cohen, a Board Cer-
tified Art Therapist and Harmony Jones, 
a local professional artist with extensive 
teaching experience both started the 
non-profit organization that is now 
about a year and a half old. Together, 
they teach participants the value of art 
expression and how the process can be-
come a vehicle for self-awareness, heal-
ing and growth. The organization has 
worked with Broward Schools, United 
Cerebral Palsy, Gilda’s Club and other 
local community centers. They are also 
available for presentations and trainings 
on the power of creative expression.

InsideOut Art and Wellness, Inc. 
can be reached at 954.857.4112 or in-
sideoutartwellness@yahoo.com.

Harmony Jones’ work can be seen 
at www.harmonyjones.org
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DESPITE THE ODDS, 
THE 

RETREAT AVEDA 
SALON AT MACY’S 

TO RE-OPEN

THE RETREAT (LAS 
OLAS’ SALON 808) IS 
BACK IN BUSINESS AFTER 
MONTHS OF TRIALS AND 

TRIBULATIONS

By Robert Cherin

John Benedetto’s nightmare began 
the morning Hurricane Wilma made a 
shambles of the Galleria Mall. Although 
the storm spared his salon from the rav-
ages of wind and rain, Wilma severely 
damaged the Macy’s store in which the 

spa was housed; Macy’s reopened in 
November, 2006.

For the past 10 months, Benedetto, 
owner of The Retreat Aveda Salon at 
Macy’s, says, “The city has done nothing 
to help businesses hurt by the hurricane 
to get on their feet.” For ten months the 
city dragged its feet okaying inspections 
and it hurt us while greatly delaying our 
reopening. “

A fatal stroke of good fortune.

At one time, glad tidings and Bene-
detto seemed to share a wonderful rela-
tionship. After having served as Director 
of Hair Color Education for Aveda, a gi-
ant in the world of beauty, Benedetto, 
opened Salon 808 on Las Olas Blvd., 
and ran it successfully for three years. 
“This store was up and running and our 
customers loved us.” he says.

And when he got the bid to team up 
with Macy’s after Aveda recommended 
him, the world belonged to him.

“Not only was I to get this space,” 
Benedetto says, “but I was to get four 
other (Macy’s) stores, five altogether. 

Within the next year, they wanted them 
all opened.”

So, he moved the fabulous Las Olas 
salon to Macy’s four months before 
Wilma stuck on Oct. 24, 2005. Business 
was great.

Small businesses hurt by city 
incompetence.

Now, Benedetto wonders, “How 
many more of us are there who have 
been hassled by the city, abandoned 
by their insurance companies, and all 
we hear about is (hurricane) Katrina. 
We have our own little stories.” 

By the time the city got around to 
Macy’s, in June, everything inside the 
The Retreat salon suffered from mold 
and needed replacing.

Surprisingly, Benedetto is not an-
gry, though there is a hint of sadness 
to his tone. “We spent over a $100,000 
on renovations,” he says. None of that 
money, nor the loss of business rev-
enue, which the insurance supposedly 
covered, was recovered because of a 

windstorm exclusion in the policy. 
“I got nothing back from the insur-

ance. We had a windstorm exclusion. It 
was explained when they sold the insur-
ance to us, that windstorm only covers 
property damage. Since the property is 
Macy’s, so we saw no reason to pay for 
its inclusion. However, we came to find 
out that, in the small print, the wind-
storm exclusion excludes anything from 
being paid in the policy whatsoever, in 
any provision. 

Keeping the family together.

Not even a spectacular sunset from 
his beach condo’s window kept Bene-
detto from sighing. 

To keep his family of stylists togeth-
er, Benedetto rented space at another 
Aveda concept salon in Wilton Manors 
for three months, until he moved to the 
Macy’s in Pompano, where the host sa-
lon spirited away two of his stylists and 
their client bases.

“When your main store is closed, 
you are out of business,” he said. The 
Pompano store didn’t draw the same 
spenders as did the Fort Lauderdale 

Macy’s. “Business was bad.”

At the crossroads.

A less passionate man would pack it 
in and cut his losses. Despite the down 
side of it costing him $75,000 this past 
year just to stay alive until he gets back 
into Macy’s, that the business fell to 
a $100,000 from the $750,000 it had 
been and he had nothing to show for 
it, he saw the positive side. “Macy’s is 
paying for the complete build-out since 
they had to destroy it,” he said. “The 
salon is going to be absolutely beauti-
ful; very high-end.”

Summing his position, Benedetto 
said, “You have to continue to see it 
through fruition.”

Among salon owners, Benedetto is 
considered one of the finest of hair col-
orists in the world. Photographs of his 

works appeared in Mademoiselle and 
Vogue magazines. What he hopes for is 
that local people show a sense of com-
munity and come back to his shop at 
the Galleria Mall. “Our customers keep 
calling me,” he says. “ They are going to 
love our new salon and we’re going to 
treat them great.”

The happy ending.

“We are supposed to reopen in 
September,” says Benedetto. 
 
Then, he adds, “It’s going to be a 

great day and we will have a big Grand 
Re-Opening Party for our customers 
who have stood with us.” 

For more information call (954) 817-
6860.
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Candidates’ Stump

It’s Your Money:
Tallahassee and the 
Property Tax Debate

By Mark LaFontaine, Candidate for 

District 92

The Florida Legislature has done a 
good job of dealing with a difficult is-
sue.  The property tax debate doesn’t 
provide easy answers for anyone, and 
the two-step process finally agreed 
upon – while not ideal – at least tackles 
the issue head-on.  I applaud the effort, 
even if I’m not giving a standing ova-
tion to the result.

Here’s the problem, and it’s be-
ing played out in every city and town 
throughout Broward County:  what-
ever Tallahassee does on this issue has 
severe unintended consequences for 
every municipality.  A property tax cut at 
the state level means that Fort Lauder-
dale – or Wilton Manors, Oakland Park, 
Pompano Beach and Deerfield Beach, 
for that matter – need to cut their ex-
penses, and that means cuts in services.  
We can all agree that municipal budgets 
have fat and waste, but when millions 
of dollars are on the line and citizens 
need to contend with the hard choices 
of keeping libraries and parks open or 

cutting police and fire services, we are 
facing dire circumstances.

We all live in Florida for the quality 
of life – and while it may have changed 
a lot over the years, Broward County is 
still a great place to live.  I grew up in 
Deerfield Beach, and remember long 
sunny days hanging out at Pioneer Park 
and the beach, and then taking an easy 
drive up A1A.  Of course, those days are 
long gone.  Pioneer Park is packed every 
day, and traffic is so heavy on A1A that 
it’s sometimes faster to move on foot.

But my point is that while Broward 
is a different place now, its residents still 
need to experience the quality of life that 
brought us here.  And it is unfortunate 
that many of the services that support 
our quality of life are now threatened by 
the property tax debacle.  

As a candidate for the Florida Leg-
islature, and as an accountant, financial 
planner and tax professional, I know 
how to make the tough choices, and 
how to assess the cost-benefit ratio 
that determines which cuts will hurt the 
least.  I have dozens of clients that face 
the same decisions for their own per-
sonal situations, and I counsel them as 
to what makes the most sense.

It’s that professional sensibility that I 
will bring to Tallahassee.  I’m not saying 
people won’t be upset, or disappointed, 
or hurt that they may lose something 
they hold precious.  But the reality is 
that our elected officials have let us ride 
this wild property wave that now is just 
crashing on the shore.  Should we have 
known that property values wouldn’t 
forever keep increasing, and that the 
real estate boom would end?  Of course 
– but who in Tallahassee was advising 
municipalities to prepare for that?

Here’s my approach: Open up the 
process.  Let’s be honest with citizens 
who are paying to run the government.  
Broward Property Appraiser Lori Parrish 
got the ball rolling last year when she 
encouraged Broward residents to show 
up at city commission meetings and ask 
questions about what was happening 
with the property tax situation.  That’s 
a good start, but we need to do much 
more.

When I’m in Tallahassee, I will en-
sure that our municipalities are partners 
in the budgeting process.  This year 
they were blindsided (although they 
shouldn’t have been!)  I have spent my 
professional career bringing people to-
gether to air their differences and find 
common ground – it sounds easy, but 
the reality is that the first step is always 
the hardest.  

The 92nd district has 62,785 voters 
– you will be my boss, and your own 
best advocate.  My role will be to take 

Pollution and Leadership

 By Chris Chiari, Candidate for 
the Florida House of Representatives, 

District 91

A few days ago, Governor Crist 
signed an executive order mandating 
more conservation and pollution con-
trol targets for government within the 
state of Florida.  This move – similar to 
the one made by California, will make 
Florida one of the most progressive 
states in the union in regards to energy 
usage and climate change.  This is an ex-
traordinary challenge, and the Governor 
should be applauded for his courage.

While we’re making progress to-
wards a better environment, the legis-
lative environment in the State House 
continues to be polluted.  As our Gov-
ernor continues to support good ideas, 
regardless of their origin (i.e. Children’s 
cabinet, paper trails, energy), the lead-
ership in the House still seems intent 
on living in the shadow of our former 
governor. They continue to promote 
extremism, poison pill legislation, and 
partisanship – obstructing progress and 
continuing outdated policies. 

On the Senate side, there is remark-
able bipartisan cooperation and collab-
oration – and it’s paying great dividends 
for Floridians. In the Jeb years, would 
we have ever seen the Republican Sen-
ate President nominate a Democrat like 
Nan Rich to represent the legislature on 
the Children’s Cabinet?  Doubtful.

In Florida politics we often divide our 
state into North and South, as if when 
you cross a certain line, you’re suddenly 
apt to want to criminalize Stem Cell re-
search or end Kid Care’s support for un-
derprivileged children.  

In truth, there is a divide, but it’s 
not particularly geographic. Some of the 
most conservative, ideologically dog-
matic House leaders come from right 
here in South Florida and are members 
of House Speakers Rubio’s team.  Look 
closely enough and you’ll see that this 
small sub-group of leaders have consis-
tently stood in the way of real and open 
debate… one that has already forced 
the Governor to call two special sessions 
to address blocked issues, and probably 
a third to save No Fault/Personal Injury 
Protection insurance.  

Leadership takes a combination of 
bold ideas and courage. Following the 
lead and doing the work of others does 
nothing does nothing for our district. 
On Sunday July 1st, 2007 the Sun-Sen-
tinel in the Opinion section, said the 
following about our current represen-
tative: “She acted as chief cheerleader 
for House Speaker Marco Rubio and his 
policies, even if it meant voting against 

programs that might benefit her own 
district…”  

If we’re going to follow through 
with the great promise of Governor 
Crist’s energy initiative… if we’re going 
to apply this thinking to state institutions 
providing leadership on a national level 
and for small business owners – then 
we need to clean up the polluting ele-
ments within the House leadership and 
hire those candidates who are ready to 
work in the interest of the people who 
vote them into office.

Elections are about change, but 
they’re also about efficiency.  Much like 
an obsolete coal factory or antiquated 
refinery, we must recognize that some 
legislators are now causing more harm 
than good.  In campaigns, our role as 
candidates is to offer alternatives and 
updated thinking on continuing prob-
lems, many of which are even more in-
flamed today than they were in Novem-
ber, 2006.  We wouldn’t expect Big Oil 
to solve our energy issues.  Why should 
we expect Big Insurance to solve our in-
surance crisis?

The energy initiative is symbolic of 
the challenges facing District 91 and 
South Florida as a whole. To solve them, 
we need innovation and alternative en-
ergy – in leadership.

Chiari can be reached at (954) 803-
4844.

Candidates: 
considering a run 
for public office in 

2009?
            by Steve Kelley

In March, 2009, the mayor’s seat 
and all four city commission will likely 
be open to challengers. Mayor Naugle 
along with Commissioners Hutchinson 
and Moore will be term limited out of 
office. 

Call (954) 564-1308 and let’s discuss 
how the Fort Lauderdale City News can 
help you get your message out.

Almost always, late-starting chal-
lengers and weakly run campaigns meet 
the same end: defeat.

Now is the time to let the voters 
know who you are and what you can 
do for the city.

FLORIDA’S ENERGY 
POLICY

By Bryan Miller, House of 
Representatives candidate for 

District 83

Many of you have heard me discuss 
the critical issue of renewable energy, 
and how Florida can become a leader 
on this issue. Renewable energy is now 
at the forefront of the debate in Talla-
hassee, and the Republican-controlled 
Florida legislature is intent on stopping 
Gov. Crist’s bold new plan to move our 
state forward.

As the opinion leaders in this com-
munity, your voice is critical. Please dis-
cuss this issue with your friends, neigh-
bors, and colleagues, and ask them to 
join our fight to make Florida the leader 
that we should be. The link below will 
take you to my opinion column on this 
issue in the Sun-Sentinel.

Thank you for supporting our cam-
paign, and thank you for fighting for 
Florida’s future.

http://www.votebryanmiller.com/

your desires, move them through the 
legislative process in the state capital, 
and feed them back to your local elect-
ed officials.  At the end of the day, we 
all work for you -- it’s your money!  I 
will not forget that when you elect me, 
and I hope you keep reminding me of it 
every day.

-Mark LaFontaine is an accountant 
who lives and works in Oakland Park.  
He is a candidate for the State Legis-
lature from District 92.  You can learn 
more about him at www.MarkLaFon-
taine.com
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Career College in 
our Own Backyard!

The Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale, 
established in 1968 in the ground floor 
of the once famous Holiday Inn on Las 
Olas Blvd. (now a parking lot), is an ac-
credited applied arts college on 17th 
Street Causeway where for almost 40 
years, industry professionals teach de-
sign, technology, media arts, culinary 
arts, and fashion design where career 
outcomes are measured and graduates 
are revered. In 2005, 94.4% of the col-
lege’s graduates were employed in the 
field related to their program of study 
within six months of graduation.

A variety of associates and bach-
elors degree programs, as well as sev-
eral one-year diploma degrees are of-
fered including Advertising, Animation 
Art & Design, Media Arts & Animation, 
Broadcasting, Culinary Arts, Digital 
Filmmaking and Video Production, 
Fashion Design, Fashion Merchan-
dising, Game Art & Design, Graphic 
Design, Illustration, Industrial Design, 
Interactive Media Design, Interior De-

sign, Photography, Visual Effects & Mo-
tion Graphics, and Video Production. 
Imaginative and artistic individuals seek 
skills and experience to enter a creative 
career, whether it’s their first time or a 
career change. There are opportunities 
for students to give back to the commu-

GETTING HOT 
AROUND THE 

COLLAR!
    
            By Diane Feen

Tempers are flaring and people are 
getting in trouble.

Alec Baldwin called his daughter “a 
thoughtless little pig.” Don Imus called 
the woman’s basketball team at Rutgers 
“Nappy headed Hos,” and Richard Gere 
is kissing strangers.

 I’m not sure if it’s a case of bad man-
ners or just another symptom of what 
ails us all: Global warming. Why should 
we be so surprised when good people 
do bad things? Al Gore warned us that 
something bad was going to happen if 
we didn’t keep our greenhouse gases in 
check. (I was not a science major, so I’m 
not sure which gases are green).

Mr. Gore and 2000 scientists from 
around the world have been telling 
us that global warming was going to 
erode civilization. And just last week the 
Associated Press made no bones about 
bringing it up again, “global warming 
is not going to invade one of America’s 
allies or bring nuclear warheads raining 
down on its major cities. But it is likely 
to aggravate a lot of the same situations 
that are causing conflict in the world to-
day.”

You could say that again. The en-

tire country of India is in an uproar over 
Richard Gere’s amorous advances to-
ward an Indian actress.  According to 
reports, Gere kissed and embraced In-
dian-born actress Shilpa Shetty in front 
of 4,000 truckers in New Delhi. Not only 
are Hindu groups furious about this 
open display of emotion, but a judge in 
Jaipur issued an arrest warrant for both 
Gere and Shetty. 

Judge Dinesh Gupta said the duo 
had violated Indian obscenity laws 
with behavior that was “highly sexually 
erotic”… and “transgressed all limits of 
vulgarity.” (I’ll tell you one thing for sure 
Judge Gupta has never seen a Beyonce 
video).

Bad behavior aside, I’m not sure that 
Judge Gupta knows the consequences 
of carbon dioxide omissions. Someone 
should tell the Indian judicial system that 
Mr. Gere is not guilty of lewd behavior 
he’s just under the spell of greenhouse 
gas emissions and increasing levels of 
CO2. As for Shetty…I don’t think we 
need Al Gore to explain this inconve-
nient truth, Gere is just hot.

But it’s not just Gere I’m worried 
about – it’s myself.

Just last week I attended a party and 
locked eyes with an old beau who I had 
neatly put away in the ‘too creepy file.’ 
But after a brief conversation I handed 
him my business card and said, ‘call me.’ 
(I’m sure it was green house gases that 
made me do it, not desperation). 

But I’m not the only one doing 
strange things lately. Just look at Hugh 
Grant. The handsome debonair lad 
(who’s usually hanging out with A-list 
socialites or models) threw a can of 
beans at photographer Ian Whittaker. 
Apparently Whittaker asked Grant to 
smile for a photograph and the next 
thing you know he was pelted with 
baked beans. 

I think there’s an innocent explaina-
tion here. And it has more to do with 
science than bad behavior. The average 
American generates 15,000 pounds of 
carbon dioxide every year from their cars, 
homes and computers. If you add that 
to the heat generated by men oogling 
at women with breast augmentation, it 
explains the increase of CO2 omissions 
and greenhouse gases (and the cleav-
age component to global warming). 
No wonder Grant can’t control his tem-
per – the planet is just in a high arousal 
mode.

I do have a few solutions though. 
We could step up our recycling efforts. 
And I don’t mean just reusing glass con-
tainers and plastic bags. I’m thinking of 
our loved ones. After a break-up or di-
vorce we should politely just pass our 
former beau (or lady) to a friend. This 
way there is no wasted energy trying to 
dispose of the relationship and the per-
son on the receiving end gets to save 
energy (and CO2) by not having to look 
for a new mate. It may not stop melting 

Another Day in Paradise
glaciers or comfort the penguins, but 
it’s a start.

After all, we need to pitch in and 
do our part to save the world – and our 
loved ones. Do you think that Sumner 
Redstone, Chairman of Viacom, would 
have ditched his 82-year-old wife for a 
44-year old school teacher if it wasn’t 
for all these green gas emissions? Jack 
Welch (former honcho of GE) did the 
same thing. It doesn’t take a rocket sci-
entist to figure out that these octogenar-
ians were under the spell of planetary 
warming, not wayward testosterone (Al 
Gore would back me up on this theory 
I’m sure).

So would the international Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change. 
They recently said, “There is new and 
stronger evidence that most of the 
warming observed 
over the last 50 
years is attributable 
to human activi-
ties.”

If that’s the case 
then I know the 
perfect person to 
save the planet - Dr. Phil.

Diane Feen is a freelance writer for 
newspapers, magazines, newsletters, 
marketing and website copy and cor-
porate communications. She can be 
reached at dfyoga@aol.com or at 561-
212-9491.

nity working on designs for non-profits 
and community organizations such as 
Broward General Hospital, Ronald Mc-
Donald House, Shoes for the Soul, and 
Bonnet House.

Design an interactive web site, a 
fashionable garment, an advertising or 

graphics campaign, 
a residential render-
ing, a video game, 
a digital documen-
tary, a culinary 
feast, a commercial 
photograph, an ani-
mated short, a car, 
and much more!  
Mix, mingle and 
exchange creative 
ideas with a diverse 
student body who 
share the same pas-
sion and excitement 
in design, media, 
fashion, and culi-
nary arts.

The Art Institute 
of Fort Lauderdale’s 
mission is to train in-
dividuals for careers 

in the applied arts in an atmosphere 
that encourages creative endeavor and 
intellectual pursuit. A member of The 
Art Institutes system of schools, The Art 
Institute of Fort Lauderdale regularly en-
hances its curriculum to keep up with 
industry demands and trends for em-
ployment.

Registration is in progress now for 
Fall classes. Contact 954.463.3000 or 
www.aifl.edu.

If you’ve got the passion… 

The Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale 
can help you make a career of it.

Contact:

Arlene Wites
Director of Communications
The Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale

1600 SE 17th Street / Suite 300
1.800.275.7603 / 954.308.2109
E-mail: awites@aii.edu
Web site: www.aifl.edu
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            By Nancy Cross

This article is dedicated to the peo-
ple who admit that there is a problem 
with global warming and want to do 
something to help stop it. The people 
who deny this issue can start looking 
for real estate on the moon or Mars for 
their children or grand children. 

Those who want to continue com-
plaining and blaming the government 
or the corporations, might want to start 
taking swimming lessons, if they’re not 
already good swimmers as the water 
will soon be rising if we continue to ig-
nore this issue. 

Finally the peo-
ple who realize that 
this is an issue, but 
still choose to ig-
nore it like an ostrich 
with their head in 
the sand, it’s time to 
face the truth. The 
time for complacen-
cy is over; it’s time 
for ACTION. 

I think that the 
best thing I learned 
last year was that; 
yes – many of our 
systems are failing: 
the government, the 
educational system, 
health care, insur-
ance, ad nauseum. 
It’s in our best inter-
est not to focus on 
what is wrong with 
the systems, but to 
focus on what works and on what we 
as individuals can do to make things 
better. We can’t count on our govern-
ment to fix the problems, as it usually 
is the problem. It seems obvious to me 
that our present administration is not 
going to make any major advances in 
promoting renewable energies, but we 
as individuals can make a difference by 
conserving energy wherever possible 
and by utilizing renewable energy. If 
enough of us start making our own en-
ergy, we won’t need so many fossil fu-
els, so prices and production would go 
down and eventually the government 
would have to get on board and pro-
mote clean renewable energies. 

Well, now that I’ve gotten myself 
into hot water, let’s see if we can get 
you into some hot water as well. I’m 
hoping that you’ve taken the first ener-
gy saving steps and have changed a lot 
of your light bulbs to compact fluores-
cents, that you are being conservative 
with your thermostat, perhaps you’ve 
installed a timer on your thermostat 

for your AC and your hot water heater. 
Good job – you’ve made an excellent 
start. The next logical and ecological 
step to take is to have a solar hot water 
system installed. If you presently have 
electric hot water, that could account for 
up to a third of your electric bill. Using 
gas to heat your water is less expensive 
than with electric, but with a solar hot 
water system you would not be paying 
anything and you would not be contrib-
uting to global warming.

Believe it or not, solar hot water has 
been around since the early 1900s. Ap-

proximately 8 million systems were in-
stalled, mostly in California and Florida. 
Then when relatively inexpensive natural 
gas came around, the idea of solar hot 
water was abandoned. Solar hot water 
made a comeback in the late 70s and 
early 80s, but then the Reagan Admin-
istration eliminated the incentives and 
the second boom of solar hot water met 
its demise. Now as we’re up to our eye-
balls in fuel costs, pollution, and global 
warming it’s time to get serious about 
renewable energy again. 

A solar hot water system is very re-
liable and dependable. Many systems 
that were installed in the

70s and 80s are still working. The 
main components consist of a solar 
panel, which would be installed on your 
roof or some other sunny location, and 
a water tank. The system will also utilize 
a circulating pump, copper pipes, and 
sensors and controls to keep your sys-
tem working automatically. A back-up 
heating element provides for those oc-
casions when there is not enough sun 
to do the job. A small solar photovoltaic 

GOING SOLAR - HOT WATER FROM THE SUN
panel is included to power the pump. If 
FPL is down, you will still have hot wa-
ter with your solar hot water system. 

OK to make it real – let’s talk dol-
lars and sense (intentional misspelling). 
For up to a family of four, unless you use 
excessive amounts of hot water, you 
could get a system for around $4,600. 
The state of Florida will give you a $500 
rebate for this system. If you’re with me, 
now the cost of the system would be 
$4,100. Then the federal government 
will give you a 30% incentive or up to 
$2,000. In this case, it would come out 

to $1,230. This amount would be sub-
tracted from you tax liability. This brings 
the cost of the system down to $2,870. 
If your current electric bill is around $200 
a month, about $60 is going to your 
hot water. Now your electric bill is down 
to $140 and in four years your system 
would be paid for. Because the systems 
are so reliable, your solar hot water sys-
tem could pay for itself 5or 6 times over. 
Environmentally, installing a solar hot 
water system is equivalent to taking an 
average car off the road (one that gets 
around 22 mpg and is driven around 
12,000 miles annually). It’s a win win 
situation; you are reducing your electric 
bill and using less energy. Together we 
CAN make a difference. 

For more information, please con-
tact Nansea at 954-260-5253 or by 
email at Nansea2911@yahoo.com

Nancy Cross, A&B Solar Solar Sales 
and Consulting.

Thank you for doing your part to 
reduce your fuel based energy needs. 
Together we can make a difference.

Creative Reuse Center 
Announces “Trash-2-Art” 
Competition and Exhibit

Trash to Treasure, Broward Coun-
ty’s first “open to all” creative reuse 
center, is excited to announce “Trash-
2-Art,” an art competition and exhibit 
designed to spread the word about 
the importance of reducing new con-
sumption and reusing materials. 

Trash to Treasure, which opened 
its doors in May, contains a warehouse 
bursting with potential treasures, all 
items that would have been cast away 
by area businesses and residents.

Current items in the Center’s 
warehouse include packaging foam 
in a surprising variety of shapes and 
sizes, rolls of paper, yards of rich fabrics 
and faux leathers, wallpaper books, 
computer disks and cds, costume jew-
elry, little brown bottles, buttons, tiles, 
caps, bead, and more.

“We believe that “Trash-2-Art” will 
encourage people to use our materials 
in new ways,” says MaryBeth Burton, 
Trash to Treasure Board Member, “And 
our exhibition will inspire all of us to 
think more creatively about new uses 
for what we have labeled ‘trash’.”

The ‘Trash-2-Art’ competition is 
open to all artists in South Florida with 
judging based on the creative reuse 
of materials collected from the Trash 
to Treasure warehouse. Prizes will be 
awarded for the Best in Show, as well 
as winners of students k-5, 6-8, and 
9-12. There are also amateur adult 
and professional adult categories. The 
exhibition will take place at ArtServe 
in Fort Lauderdale and the opening, 
with refreshments and entertainment 
will take place on Thursday, November 
1, 2007. 

The “Trash-2-Art” call for en-
tries can be found on their website 
at www.trash2treasurefl.org. Trash 2 
Treasure offers both one-time and an-
nual memberships with no limits on 
the amount of materials taken at each 
visit. The Center also offers workshops 
to educators and others looking for 
new ways to creatively re-use materi-
als. 

The Center is always on the look-
out for new items to incorporate into 
their constantly changing inventory. 
Trash to Treasure is located at 1090 
NW 53rd Street in Fort Lauderdale. For 
more information, call 954.623.0603 
or see www.trash2treasurefl.org. 



Page 12  - September, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.comwww.citynewsfl.com

LAS OLAS ART FAIR MOVES FROM 
SEPTEMBER TO OCTOBER

 The 20th Annual Las Olas Art Fair, has moved from September to October 
this year and is set for Saturday, October 6 and Sunday, October 7 from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. each day.  The much anticipated outdoor festival, ranked as one of the 
best in the country, will span Las Olas Boulevard from S.E. 6th Avenue to S.E. 
11th Avenue.  Admission is free.

“We pushed this art fair into October due to the busy hurricane seasons 
these past few years,” said Howard Alan, festival producer.  “Hurricanes have 
threatened this show in the past, and have even caused us to cancel a few years 
back.  We are hopeful that the nicer autumn weather will attract many festival-
goers.”

A new event poster, by South Florida artist April Davis, will be unveiled.  Da-
vis captures tropical setting and landscape of Ft. Lauderdale and brings it to life 
with her vibrant painting.

In addition to the spectacular paintings, festival-goers will enjoy life-size 
sculptures, jewelry, photography, ceramics and more.  This popular outdoor 
event will feature art for every taste and budget, with prices ranging from $20 
to $20,000.  More than $15 million in art will be on display and visitors will have 
the opportunity to meet the artists behind the work and hear first-hand what 
inspired them to create their pieces.

Unlike a gallery or museum, a fine art festival such as this one offers art 
enthusiasts the unique opportunity to meet the artists in person; commission a 
specific piece; ask questions about techniques; learn the sources of their inspira-
tion and purchase fine works of art directly from the artists.

This art festival is one of the most competitive with more than 1,000 artists 
vying for a sport in this show.  Artists are selected based on quality and originality 
by an independent panel of judges.

Parking and free shuttle services will be provided from the Riverfront Garage 
(Andrews & Las Olas), City Garage (150 SE 2nd Avenue) and Government Center 
Parking Garage (151 SW 2nd Avenue) from 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday.

MORE ON THE 
DEFEATED SAILS 

PROJECT
  by John Mackenzie Venters
    
If I could have played a tape of a 

meeting held some thirty five plus years 
ago, I am sure that those people at-
tending the “Sails” hearing would have 
thought it was a playback of their meet-
ing.  

I am referring  to the meeting which 
took place relating to the proposed 
development of the “Point of America 
complex general builders, like Leed 
Construction,encountered a small vocal 

group who were opposed to the project 
they argued that:

Firstly, that the development would 
bring about a heavy increase in traffic, 
which  would be disastrous to the peace 
of the neighborhood and a danger to 
their children.

Secondly, the foot prints of the build-
ings were faulty, the excessive height 
would block off the view of the ocean.

Thirdly, that its proximity to single 
family homes would effect the value of 
their properties.

How wrong they were for none of 
their arguments came true. 

How refreshing it was to read Mae 
Simmons article in the August,  2007 is-
sue of the Harbour News, which was 
both factual and enlightening. 

No one with any visual concept of 
beauty, could deny that the ”pink plaza” 
was outdated and an eyesore. It needed 
to be renovated or replaced and this is 
the time to dot it. I miss the old coffee 
shop, the drug store and market which I 
so often frequented. “Sails” would have 
given me back the pleasant amenities.

 Fort Lauderdale is changing we now 
have luxurious hotels on the beach, fine 
dining, the arts, all enhanced of course 
by our wonderful weather, ocean and 
waterways. Still some residents live in 
the past, they believe that by restricting 
development, regardless how beneficial 
it maybe, that they can prevent change 
to their private world, in a country as vi-
brant as America. It is impossible to stifle 
change. 

However, it can be guided either 
for better or for worse. “Sails” may have 
some disadvantages but the advan-
tages were so overwhelming that as 
Mae Simmons said, we who live south 
of A1A have made “The mistake of the 
decade.”

The “Sails” project was a worthy 
one. Its principals spent a lot of time in-
vestigating what were the community 
needs and how they could best imple-
ment them, for the good of the major-
ity. They had hired talented architects, 
engineers and designers. 

To ensure that the development 
would be aesthetically pleasing, they 
had adhered to all of the city codes and 
requirements. They were prepared to 
invest a large amount of money which 
would have provided employment for 
a large number of people during con-
struction and even more important em-
ployment for a large number of people 
after construction.

     
As Mae Simmons so astutely stated 

we could face “the possibility of a Motel 
8 and a McDonalds at the entrance to 
our wonderful neighborhood.” We still 
have time to prevent the possibility. The 
Fort Lauderdale City Commission deci-
sion was, to many, ill advised. 

Let’s tell them so. We need a com-
plex like “Sails” at the entrance to our 
neighborhood and to the Ft. Lauder-
dale Beach area.
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by Marge Anderson, 
(954) 467-8641

Editors note:

In the May issue of Fort Lauder-
dale City News, Marge Anderson 
discussed Social Service Residential 
Facilities (SSRF’s) invading our neigh-
borhoods. These facilities look like 
apartment buildings and serve as 
halfway houses for drug addicts, con-
victed felons and other problematic 
individuals. They are often blights on 
our neighborhoods and cause great 
problems for those who live next to 
them. 

SSRF’s are often secretly estab-
lished and expanded while pretend-
ing to be a “normal” neighbor. Given 
the scale of new construction, they 
appear to have a lot of money. Do 
they get taxpayer money to “priva-
tize” some government program? If 
you know anything about their fund-
ing, call (954) 564-1308.

She also emphasized that ordi-
nances had been enacted to oversee 
the placement of these facilities so 
that some neighborhoods would not 
be burdened with too many facilities. 

SSRF’s: The Thing That 
Won’t Die

A few months ago I began writing 
about Social Service Residential Facili-
ties (SSRF’s) that may not be properly 
licensed and were conducting ac-
tivities not in keeping with residential 
neighborhoods.  

The specific property targeted was 
715 NE 6 Street in Victoria Park. Read-
ers may remember the photograph 
of the red Hazardous Waste con-
tainer that was in the parking lot on 
that property, which is licensed as an 
apartment house.  City Commissioner 
Rodstrom and the Police Department 
responded to requests for help.  

The Police Department advised 
nearby residents to continue to call 
in complaints, either to them or to 
Code Enforcement. Commissioner 
Rodstrom asked Code to inform the 
neighborhood about the status of the 
property.  It looked as though some-
thing would finally change at 715 NE 
6 Street.

One thing did change.  The red 
Hazardous Waste container was 
moved.  Well, it’s not outside any-
more.  Who knows where it is?  Noth-
ing else has changed. The late night 
and early morning activities continue 

to be a source of irritation to neigh-
bors.  I’m told that because of their 
legitimate concerns, many neighbors 
have taken to keeping surveillance of 
this property and have gone so far 
as to follow the various vehicles that 
come and go daily with occupants 
of 715.  Daily loads of people are 
transported to 1080 SE 11 Street in 
Fort Lauderdale.  The nature of their 
presence at this location is unknown.  
Aside from the 1080 address, several 
of the vans are garaged during the 
day at 301 and 315 SE 10th Court 
and return to 715 in the evening. 

Curiously enough, the Broward 
County Property Appraiser (BCPA) 
shows “no record” of the 1080 and 
315 addresses, although those are 
the numbers displayed on the struc-
tures. None of the addresses appear 
on the listings of SSRF’s supplied by 
Code Enforcement.

All this information has been pro-
vided to Code Officials, and yet noth-
ing changes; not much information is 
forthcoming.  In response to a query 
made in July, Code finally responded 
that “research” was being done on 
715 and that site visits had been made 
to the “facility.”  It is of some interest 
that the property is called a “facility” 
when it is licensed as an apartment 
house.  The matter was called “a very 
complicated process for which we 
(Code) will need to get direction from 
the City Attorney’s office on how to 
proceed.”  What’s complicated?  If it’s 
out of compliance, out it should go!  

Years ago, residents in Middle 
River Terrace fought an SSRF in their 
neighborhood. After months of 
work, conferences with Code and 
with the church running the SSRF, the 
complaint went to Court.  The Court 
ruled that the facility was indeed, an 
SSRF not in compliance to Code.  The 
neighborhood felt satisfied that all 
their research, hard work, and per-
sistence, had been correct political 
action, and would result in  compli-
ance.  

A few weeks after the court rul-
ing, the facility changed its name and 
continued to operate.  

Today it is still operating as an 
SSRF.  

It’s difficult to keep believing that 
being an active participant in govern-
ment entities will make a difference.

The City of Fort Lauderdale is 
faced with a state mandated bud-
get cut of $11 million.  City Manager 
Gretsas stated that he charged each 
department with the task of reduc-
ing spending without significantly 
impacting services. He claims that 

the budget reductions were achieved 
largely by eliminating vacant positions, 
and that current service levels will not 
be diminished. 

In City Manager Gretsas’ opinion, 
he has “streamlined” City government 
over the past three years. 

Is that scandalously expensive public 
toilet part of the streamlining?  (No pun 
intended.)  Our mayor is certainly enjoy-
ing his role of an official who “speaks his 
mind.” As City News goes to press, the 
County Commission has blasted him for 
making irresponsible, negative remarks 
about the gay community.  Many resi-
dents have called on our City Commis-
sioners to censure him as well.  Keep 
watching. Will our Commissioners be 

M A R G E ’ S  M U S I N G S  M A R G E ’ S  M U S I N G S  .  .  ..  .  .
able to speak their minds?  Will they be 
able to speak for the communities they 
represent?

Why was it that Mayor Naugle, 
Commissioner Moore, and City Man-
ager Gretsas did not attend the Town 
Hall Meeting on August 7, at which 
long-time residents aired their concerns 
about soil contamination?  The City has 
been testing for soil contamination on 
City property at a former incinerator 
site in NW Fort Lauderdale, but has ig-
nored private properties.  Many of the 
folks who live there are suffering health 
problems.  It is shocking that these resi-
dents might have to resort to litigation 
to get attention from their City.

You are invited to be a part 
of this new publication 

dedicated to 
Fort Lauderdale!

The Fort Lauderdale City News is a new home for your voice 
to be heard in the city. If you have an article you want to write 
about life in the city call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 564-1308 and 
let’s discuss it. Or, simply email it to the address shown below.

This publication is for us and by us; 

this is your chance to have a seat at the table.

Sun-Sentinel won’t publish your “letter to the editor?” 
Send it to me, Steve Kelley at steve@citynewsfl.com 
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

Gulag is an acronym for the former 
Soviet Union’s penal system. Since then, 
it has come into common use to de-
scribe any repressive system. 

I named my column the “Tales From 
The Galt Gulag,” because I write about 
the repression of condominium Owners 
on the Galt Ocean Mile. The Galt Ocean 
Mile is the biggest crime scene in Bro-
ward County.

Non-profit Corporation

When you buy a condominium, you 
become join a non-profit corporation, 
your condominium association. You can 
vote once a year to select the Directors 
of your condominium Board. There are 
no term limits, unlike the President of 
the United States, our Governor, and 
our Legislature. Constitutional rights? 
Democracy? You left them at the door 
when you bought your condominium. 
In a condominium, you have the right 
to obey and to pay.

The Board makes unilateral decisions 
for the condominium. The Board creates 
the budget. The Board decides how 
much it will charge you. The Board then 
approves the budget it created, and the 
fees to fund it. If you fail to pay what the 
Board has ordered, they can foreclose 
on your condominium and take away 
your home. Owners have been fore-
closed for as little as a $2.50 fine. The 
Board tells you of its decisions, but you 
have no ability to appeal their decisions, 
or debate them at a Board meeting. The 
Board controls all communication. If this 
sounds like turning the henhouse over 
to the foxes, you are right.

Poor Volunteers

Some Board members repeat the 
lie that they are “poor volunteers.” To 
paraphrase Ayn Rand, run for your life 
from any Board member who tells you 
he is a “poor volunteer,” for that sen-
tence is the leper’s bell of an approach-
ing looter.

Submissive Owners

Max Beerbohm, said, “You cannot 
make a man by standing a sheep on 
its hind legs, but by standing a flock of 
sheep in that position you can make a 
crowd of men.”

Many Condominium associations 
have regular meetings. However, these 
meetings consist of the Board telling 
the owners how great the Board is, and 
how much the Board is charging them. 
Most Owners do not realize the can 

recall an imperious Board, and replace 
them with a responsible Board that lis-
tens to the Owners. Owners that allow 
a Board to make unilateral decisions are 
submissive to that Board.

Submissive Boards

According to Donna LaPorte, a Con-
do Commando is “an egocentric person 
on a condominium’s board of directors 
who rules by intimidation, putting his/
her interests ahead of others, abusive to 
the property manager and any board 
member who gets in the way. Domi-
nates meetings, won’t let others speak. 
Can be prone to angry outbursts.”

Each member of the Board has 
equal powers. The Board selects officers, 
but these officers have no special pow-
ers. Some people believe that a Board 
president has special power. This is not 
true. A condominium association presi-
dent has no special powers.

A Board President serves at the plea-
sure of the Board of Directors. To serve 
means to be subordinate or submissive. 
A Condominium Board can remove any 
officer by a simple majority vote, gener-
ally by secret ballot. Any condominium 
Board that allows a “condo commando” 
to exist is submissive to that tyranny.

Dangerous Renovations

Many buildings have allowed dan-
gerous renovations to take place with-
out the legally required permits and in-
spections. These dangerous renovations 
include replacement windows, electrical 
work, and plumbing work. These reno-
vations put your apartment and your 
entire building at great risk. These illegal 
renovations invalidate your building’s 
insurance, as well as your homeowner’s 
insurance. Protect yourself and confirm 
that all work on your building is lawful. 
Go to www.fortlauderdale.gov/build-
ing_services/onestop/kioskopt.asp and 
look up your Association and Board 
members. Make certain to check your 
apartment.

Windows And Florida Law

Most of the telephone calls and 
letters I receive concern windows. 
Many condominiums are breaking the 
law. Florida Statutes, FS 718.111(11) 
changed the responsibility for window, 
effective January 1, 2004. 

In the past, the windows were the 
unit Owner’s responsibility. 

Today, windows are the responsibil-
ity of the Condominium Association.

Windows Are The 
Condominium’s Responsibility

Your windows are the responsibility 
of your Condominium Association. Your 
Condominium Association must insure 
them. If your windows need to be re-
paired, your Condominium Association 
is responsible. If your window/door can-
not be repaired, your Condominium As-
sociation must replace them with new 
windows.

“The condominium association is 
responsible for the replacement of win-
dows and sliding glass doors.” (Gary 
Poliakoff, Hi-Riser 2007). If your Board 
cannot understand those simple words, 
you need a new Board. If your Board re-
fuses to obey the law, you should take 
action by filing a complaint with the 
DBPR. You can download the complaint 
form from the Internet at http://www.
state.fl.us/dbpr/lsc/division/complaint_
forms.shtml

Help For Owners

Attorney Inger Garcia can be 
reached by telephone at 954-894-9962 
or at Attorney@IngerGarcia.com.

Jan Bergemann of the Cyber Citi-
zens For Justice can be reached at 386-
740-1503 or at Jan@ccfj.net.

The Southpoint Condominium 
website is at http://www.Southpoint-
Condominium.org

Bill Of Rights For Owners

The AARP’s Bill of Rights for Hom-
eowners is available online at http://as-
sets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_
15_homeowner.pdf. 

Government Officials
State Representative Ellyn Bogdan-

off can be reached at 954-767-9850 or 
at Ellyn.Bogdanoff@myfloridahouse.
gov.

State Representative Julio Robaina 
can be reached at 305-442-6868 or at 
Julio.Robaina@myfloridahouse.gov.

Harold Hyman of the Florida De-
partment of Business and Professional 
Regulation can be reached at 954-202-
3982 or at Harold.Hyman@dbpr.state.
fl.us.

Condominium Ombudsman Dan-
nille Carroll can be reached at 954-202-
3234 or at Dannille.Carroll@dbpr.state.
fl.us.

Florida State Attorney Michael J. 
Satz can be reached at 954-831-6955.

Fort Lauderdale Police Chief Bruce 
Roberts can be reached at 954-828-
5700.

Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle 

can be reached at 954-828-5003, or at 
MayorJames@aol.com.

Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
Christine Teel (our city commissioner) 
can be reached at 954-828-5003 or at 
CTeel@fortlauderdale.gov.

The Fort Lauderdale Code Enforce-
ment Department can be reached on 
the Internet at http://ci.ftlaud.fl.us/build-
ing_services/comm_inspections_staff.
htm

Debbie Hernandez, Acting Code 
Enforcement Manager, can be reached 
at 954-828-5808, or at DHernandez@
fortlauderdale.gov 

 About the Author

I own a condominium at South-
point, in the Galt Gulag. I am a Uni-
versity Professor and teach American 
Government. Nothing prepared me for 
life in the Galt Gulag where my Consti-
tutional Rights are ignored. I have been 
assaulted, battered, slandered, libeled, 
disparaged, stalked, had my car keyed, 
and had my life threatened because I 
believe in American democracy and the 
Constitution. Do you have a story to 
tell? Write to me at AGWIII@comcast.
net.

 

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile
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THE CONDO LawyerTHE CONDO Lawyer
Committed to justice for the Galt Condo Community

       by Inger Garcia, Esquire

My name is Inger Garcia. I have been 
an attorney in private practice since 
1991. Prior to, 
I worked as an 
Intern Assistant 
State Attorney 
for Janet Reno in 
Miami; interned 
for Judges; and 
interned for my 
Law School Trial 
Program Direc-
tor. I have been 
involved in real 
estate and litiga-
tion for over 16 
years.  

If you have any comments or ques-
tions, I may be reached at: attorney@
IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962, or fax: 
954 446-1635.

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS – 
GUARANTEED

Special assessments can often be 
controversial or expensive surprises, es-
pecially to the residents who do not pay 
attention or who may not be around 
enough of the year to be aware of all 
the issues. But there are steps you can 
take to limit the assessment. Keep your 
eyes and ears open.

The damaging hurricane seasons 
in 2004 and 2005 led insurance com-
panies to increase rates by as much as 
350 percent. The increases depleted 
many condos reserves. Florida law al-
lows condo owners to reduce payments 
into their reserve funds, so there are no 
emergency reserves available without 
an assessment. As a result, many condo 
associations have had no choice but to 
bill owners for storm repairs, insurance  
deductibles and premiums.

The time to speak up is before the 
vote, when it is possible to resolve is-
sues like whether the assessment must 
be paid in a lump sum or to negotiate 
a payment plan.  You can request the 
relevant documents from your associa-
tion. Ask how much the association has 
in its reserve fund. Request the minutes 
of the meetings. Talk to your neighbors. 
See if a Condo loss-assessment rider is 
available with your insurance company.

If the assessment was properly 
passed, the owner will be required to 
pay. If an owner refuses to pay, the asso-
ciation can place a lien on the unit and 
foreclose on it.

INSURANCE AND WINDOWS 
– FLORIDA LAW PREVAILS OVER 
YOUR CONDO DOCUMENTS

In re Petition for Declaratory State-
ment, Plaza East Association, Inc., Dock-
et No. 2005059934, summarizes the in-
surance issue as relates to windows in 
your condo.  It states the following in 
relevant parts:

THE WINDOW QUESTION

 The association asked: whether in 
cases where the damage caused by an 
insurable event like a hurricane does not 
exceed the deductible under the associ-
ation’s insurance policy and it does not 
make a claim for insurance proceeds, if it 
or the individual unit owners under the 
terms of the declaration are responsible 
for the cost of the repairs.

ORDER BY THE DBPR ON 
INSURANCE AND WINDOWS

Based upon the findings of fact and 
conclusions of law, it is declared that 
under section 718.111(11), Florida Stat-
utes (2003), Plaza East Association, Inc., 
which is required to insure the condo-
minium property located outside the 
units, the property located inside the 
units as initially installed, and all portions 
of the condominium property requir-
ing coverage by the association under 
section 718.111(11)(a), Florida Statutes 
(2003), may not pass on to a single 
owner or a group of owners or less 
than all unit owners the cost of repair-
ing those items that would have other-
wise been paid for by the association’s 
insurance policy but for the application 
of the deductible or amounts in excess 
of the coverage limits, notwithstanding 
provisions in the declaration shifting this 
responsibility to a unit

As a result, the DBPR found that 
Plaza East may not shift the cost of the 
deductible, a common expense, to only 
those unit owners whose windows 
were damaged by the insurable event 
such as a hurricane. 

THE ASSOCIATION’S DUTY TO 
INSURE

 
Under insurance regulations, con-

dominium associations purchase ad-
equate commercial residential property 
insurance and manage the proceeds.  
The unit owners purchase personal 
residential property insurance, similar to 
“renter’s insurance.” § 718.111(11)(c).  

Beginning January 1, 2004, all Flor-
ida condominium associations were re-
sponsible for adequately insuring for the 

replacement cost of the buildings, the 
components of the building structures, 
which includes the windows, doors, 
screens, and sliding glass doors that 
were initially installed when the build-
ing was built even where these are des-
ignated as inside the unit’s boundaries. 
§ 718.111(11)(a)-(c), Fla. Stat

For example, window treatments 
are excluded from the association poli-
cy, so a unit owner insures the window 
treatments. Windows are not excluded 
from the association policy, so the asso-
ciation insures the windows.

DAMAGE NOT CAUSED BY AN 
INSURABLE EVENT

If the damage is not caused by an 
insurable event, the owner is obligated 
to maintain the windows and doors in 
good repair under the owner’s usual 
wear and tear and general upkeep obli-
gations. General maintenance is not an 
insurable property hazard. 

DAMAGE TO YOUR WINDOWS 
FROM AN INSURABLE EVENT

 If the damage is caused by an in-
surable event, the cost of the repairs is 
covered by section 718.111(11), Florida 
Statutes (2003), which controls over any 
provision to the contrary in a declara-
tion of condominium. If the damage to 
the building under the association pol-
icy falls below the deductible, the asso-
ciation must pay for it.

Therefore, of the cost of repairing 
the windows and doors that have been 
damaged by a hurricane does not shift 
to the unit owner. To do so, would con-
flict with the legislature’s intent to clearly 
apportion the responsibility for the cost 
of insuring and replacing those compo-
nents damaged by a hurricane. 

HOW INSURANCE CLAIMS ARE 
PROCESSED

Under section 718.111(11), Flori-
da Statutes, unit owners must rely on 
their association to insure for property 
damages to unit windows and doors 
regardless of what the declaration may 
have provided. If damage is caused by 
an insurable hazard, unit owners must 
look to the association to file a claim 
for insurance. If the repair cost exceeds 
the amount of the deductible, an asso-
ciation will file a claim for the insurance 
proceeds and assess all unit owners for 
the deductible amount in order to have 
enough funds to reconstruct the dam-
aged structure. A copy of each policy of 
insurance in effect shall be made avail-
able for inspection by unit owners.

INSURANCE AND THE 
DEDUCTABLE ARE A COMMON 
EXPENSE

 Insurance for the association is a 
common expense. §§718.111(11).  In-
surance proceeds are treated as revenue 
to the association and constitute com-
mon surplus. § 718.103(10), Fla. Stat.   
A deductible amount is part of the cost 
of insurance and is a common expense 
for which reserves might be set aside. § 
718.111(11),718.115, Fla. Stat, As such, 
an association may not shift the cost of 
an insurable common expense to an in-
dividual unit owner as common expens-
es must be assessed in the proportions 
or percentages required under sections 
718.104(4)(f), 718.116(9), Florida Stat-
utes.

A unit owner may be properly as-
sessed as a common expense to pay de-
ductible for damages to another own-
er’s unit for a common element water 
leak.

YOUR  RIGHTS

An association’s misuse of the insur-
ance proceeds in failing to repair dam-
ages after a casualty is actionable as a 
breach of fiduciary duty. A mortgagee 
had a cause of action in association’s 
negligent disbursement of funds by 
not completing the reconstruction 
of units after Hurricane Andrew. § 
718.111(11)(a), Fla. Stat.

STOPPING A ROGUE BOARD 

I interviewed Dr. Joyce Starr this 
month.  She has wonderful books on 
condos and how to deal with life liv-
ing in this unique world.  Her attitude 
is:  “When life serves you lemons, make 
lemonade.”  When a client of mine re-
quested an answer to the following 
question, Dr. Joyce Starr recommended 
the following. (Reprinted -  Dr. Joyce 
STARR, www.DrJoyceStarr.com)

“Q.  How can you stop a ‘rogue 
board” if the majority of residents reside 
elsewhere a good part of the year, are 
too old to make the meetings and/or 
simply too timid to fight? “

“A. The only options in the circum-
stances described are: sell and move 
away; recall the board and amend the 
documents;  and undertake personal 
lawsuit against the board.  If time al-
lows, continue to propose and elect 
better slates until your side eventually 
gains control of the board.   Rescind 
negative acts undertaken by the rogue 
board quickly thereafter.  

Continued on page 17
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                      by Kevin Lane

A capacity crowd joined friends 
and supporters of the Symphony of the 
Americas to pay special tribute to phi-
lanthropist Mary Porter at Ruggero’s 

Bistro recently.  With the theme, ‘Music, 
Motorcycles & Mary (Porter), most of the 
guests got into the spirit of the evening 
by wearing ‘Biker Chic’.  To emphasize 
the motorcycle theme, an honor guard 
of well-known ‘bikers’, met Mary’s 
motorcade from her Bay Colony estate 
and escorted Mary and some personal 
friends to the nearby restaurant.  

Those participating in the escort 
included Toni Lynn Mawby, a member 
of ‘Harley’s Angels’ who has been rid-
ing motorcycles since she was 13 years 
old, Mickey Markoff, Producer of the Air 
& Sea Show, John Brogno, Harley-Da-
vidson Sales Manager in Fort Lauder-
dale, Richie Supa, songwriter formerly 
with Aerosmith, Eddie Trotta, who’s 
been building custom motorcycles for 
20 years and Jon Compton, movie and 
song producer.

When Mary arrived, she was treat-
ed to a display of about a half dozen 
Harley Davidson Motorcycles, courtesy 
of Bruce Rossmeyer, who is the largest 
Harley Davidson dealer in the country 
and a co-owner of Ruggero’s Bistro.  

The Symphony’s Maestro, James 
Brooks-Bruzzese was on hand to make 
each and every person feel welcome.  
To add to the festivities, Mary handed 
a check for $25,000.00 to members of 
the Symphony Society, who will turn the 
entire amount over to the Symphony of 
the Americas, bringing the amount they 

raised to over $100,000.00!
While almost everyone in Broward 

County knows Mary Porter as a caring 
and gentle woman, few know that in 
her earlier years, she loved and owned 
motorcycles!!  “Mary confided in me 

that while her father was 
totally against her having 
a motorcycle, she actually 
bought one unbeknownst 
to him… took it home… 
charmed him into going 
for a ride; after which he 
relented and gave her the 
ok to have it… She loved 
riding a motorcycle so 
much, she bought anoth-
er one… with a side car,” 
explained Lesleen Bolt, VP 
of the Symphony of the 
Americas Society.  

Throughout the eve-
ning, CD music with a de-
cided motorcycle theme 
was played. Members 
and friends enjoyed a 
lavish food presentation, 
thanks to Executive Chef 
& General Manager Paul 
Riso.  Even Paul’s fiancée, 
Leslie Tipton, helped out 
behind one of the bars to 
dispense spirits and wine.  

Ruggero’s Bistro is at 2671 East Oakland 
Park Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale.  

Chairwoman Liz Hopwood, who 
flew back from her summer home in 
Virginia, was all smiles throughout the 
evening, seeing everyone enjoying 
themselves and having a great time! 
“This event was a fitting finale to our 
fund-raising season and it was yet an-
other opportunity to introduce the Sym-
phony of the Americas to a wider group 
of people.”  

“We’re so grateful for Tommy Ruzz-
ano, Rossmeyer’s Promotional & Special 
Events Coordinator, and Marty Levy, Di-
rector of Operations, for enthusiastically 
embracing our project.  They saw the 
potential of a great membership/fund-
raiser and have went above and beyond 
to help us create a truly unique evening 
for our guests and for Mary Porter,” Ann 
Clark noted.  Ms. Clark is the President 
of the Symphony Society.  “There were 
many friends of Mary’s from other non-
profits she has generously supported 
over the years.”  

The Committee working on this spe-
cial event included: Pam Masters, Milt 
Drewer, Kevin Lane, Jennifer and Rob-
ert Roselli, JoAnne and Oren Lewis, Dr. 
Peter Babinski, Kathy Ziegler, Jean Paul 
Pfister, Stephen Keller, Beverly and Nick 
DiNunzio, Ed Mena, and KayeLynne 
and Tom Northcutt.  

In addition to several years of financial support through the Symphony of the 
Americas Society, Mary is a major underwriter of the popular Summerfest – a series 
of concerts performed around the State, many in outdoor venues.  

The SOAS is the support group for the Symphony of the Americas, which is cel-
ebrating their 19th year of continuous performance and is considered ‘Broward’s 
Symphony Orchestra.’  For information on the Symphony or the Society, call (954) 
713-8394. 

MUSIC, MOTORCYCLES & MARY (PORTER) WAS A ‘ROARING’ SUCCESS 
For The Symphony of the Americas Society Membership Bash

Pam Masters, Silent Auction Chair with Lesleen 
Bolt, Vice President of the Symphony of the America 
Society with (seated) Stephen Keller, a major 
benefactor to the Symphony of the Americas.

Ann H. Clark, President of the Symphony of the Americas Society, Bruce 
Rossmeyer, co-owner of Ruggero’s Restaurant and the largest Harley Davidson 
dealer in the country, Tommy Ruzzano, Rossmeyer’s Promotional & Special 
Events Coordinator and Liz Hopwood, Chair of the Music, Motorcycles & Mary 
Membership event with Maestro James Brooks-Bruzzese and Philanthropist Mary 
Porter.

Paul and Kathleen Thomas with Peter Babinsky
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You are invited . . . 

To be a part of  
the new 

Fort Lauderdale  
city news 

A city-wide publication  
for us and by us 

Your articles about the  
important issues facing  

fort lauderdale are welcome. 

Your neighborhood and organizational 
news items, announcements, letters to 

the editor and pictures are also invited. 

To discuss article ideas and possibilities 
please call Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308

Unfortunately, if the majority of 
the membership is too timid or too 
apathetic to defend their rights -  then 
selling and moving away is the only 
practical alternative.  It’s too costly 
in terms of both time and money to 
sue, as there is little chance of suc-
cess.   It’s also virtually impossible to 
turn cowards into activists, let alone 
to convince apathetic owners to take 
actions that will permanently deter 
prospective board members from 
going rogue.  Given the higher age 
bracket in the majority of Florida con-
do associations and the general lack 
of political acumen, it’s unlikely that 
one can organize a successful recall 
fast enough or obtain sufficient votes 
to change the governing documents 
-- or even persist until an able board is 
established. 

On a more positive note:  If you 
can gather unassailable facts which 
demonstrate beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that rogue board members are 
on the verge of absconding with or 
otherwise squandering a substantial 
sum from each owner ...you might 
get their attention.  Often-time, the 
threat of a public scandal is the hard-
est pill for passive residents to swal-
low.” 

HOW TO RECALL YOUR 
ROGUE BOARD 

 
Any member of the board may be 

recalled and removed from office with 
or without cause by the vote or agree-
ment in writing by a majority of all the 
voting interests. A special meeting of 
the unit owners to recall a member or 
members of the board of administra-
tion may be called by 10% percent of 
the voting interests giving notice of 
the meeting as required for a meeting 
of unit owners, and the notice shall 
state the purpose of the meeting. 

 If the recall is approved by a ma-
jority of all voting interests by a vote at 
a meeting, the recall will be effective. 
The Board shall duly notice and hold 
a board meeting within 5 full business 
days of the adjournment of the unit 
owners meeting to recall one or more 
board members. At the meeting, the 
board shall either certify the recall, ef-
fective immediately and turn over to 
the board within 5 full business days 
any and all records and property. 

The recall may also be by an 
agreement in writing by a majority of 
all voting interests, served on the as-
sociation by certified mail or by per-
sonal service.

If the board determines not to 
certify the written agreement to recall 
a director or does not certify the re-
call by a vote at a meeting, the board 

shall, within 5 full business days after 
the meeting, file with the division a 
petition for arbitration pursuant to the 
procedures in s. 718.1255.  

If the board fails to duly notice 
and hold a board meeting within 
5 full business days of service of an 
agreement in writing or within 5 full 
business days of the adjournment of 

the unit owners recall meeting, the 
recall shall be deemed effective and 
the board directors so recalled shall 
immediately turn over to the board 
all records and property of the asso-
ciation.

Secure the help from the local 
Ombudsman’s Office for the proper 
forms and exact procedures. 

About Inger Garcia:
I have been an attorney in private 

practice since 1991. Prior to, I worked 
as an Intern Assistant State Attorney 
for Janet Reno in Miami; interned 
for Judges; and interned for my Law 
School Trial Program Director. I have 
been involved in real estate and litiga-
tion for over 16 years. 

 If you have any comments or 
questions, I may be reached at: at-
torney@IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-
9962, 954-394-7461, or fax: 954 
446-1635.

THE CONDO Lawyer -  THE CONDO Lawyer -  Cont inued  f rom page  15Cont inued  f rom page  15
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GAGLIANO’S GREAT 
RACE

 
Russ Gagliano Jr. is a very happy 

man.  Life has been very good for him 
and the lives he has touched during his 
64 years.  This year has been especially 
thrilling for him.  But more about that 
later.

 
    As a little boy growing up in up-

state New York, Russ had a passion for 
putting model cars together.  Shortly 
after entering the Marines at seventeen 
years old, he was sent to Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii.  There his commanding officer 
noticed his mechanical gift, and before 
long he was assigned to the motor pool 

while also serving in the prestigious 
Marine Barracks Honor Guard. One of 
his first assignments, however, was to 
“tweak” the commanding officer’s Jeep, 
i.e., enhance the engine for racing and 
performance.

 By the time Russ left the Marines at 
age twenty-one, he was married with 
two children.  It was then that he and 

his family moved to 
Fort Lauderdale, and 
soon, he opened his 
first car restoration 
shop employing up to 
twelve workers at its 
height.

In the late 1990s 
he closed the big shop 
to become the curator 
of the Fort Lauderdale 
Antique Car Museum, 
founded by one of his 
customers Mr. Arthur 
Stone.  But his love of 
car restoration even-
tually won out, and 

eight years later (facing his retirement 
years) he reopened a small, one-man 
shop in the warehouse district near the 
airport that he has meticulously main-
tained. He’s currently restoring three 
cars: a 1941 Cadillac Convertible Sedan 
62 Series - only 400 were ever produced, 
a 1955 Packard Patrician, and he recent-

ly finished a 1942 Packard Convert-
ible, which is also very rare.

 As a promoter of classic car 
shows, Russ has been passionate 
about putting on benefit shows 
from time to time for charities such 
as The Boys and Girls Club, the Ki-
wanis Club (Children of the World)  
and the Soap Box Derby held here 
in FT. Lauderdale.

 Late last year Russ received a 
fortuitous call from a prospective 
customer, Richard Fieler, of Boca 
Raton, a retired business executive.  
Mr. Fieler wanted Russ to refurbish 
a 1931 Ford Speedster Model B in 

LOCAL COLLECTOR CAR RESTORER COMPETES 
IN COAST TO COAST “GREAT RACE”

order that he and his wife, Jane Fieler, 
could participate in the 2007 “Great 
Race.”

 The “Great Race,” now in its twen-
ty-fifth year, is a timed rally from the East 
Coast to the West Coast totaling 4000 
miles.  Each year different cities are cho-
sen. (This year it was from Concord, 
North Carolina to Anaheim, California.)  
There are fourteen designated days of 
driving, each day at the rate of 400-500 
miles.  The race is limited to 
100 cars that are at least fifty 
years old or older.  Cars can 
be modified to certain speci-
fications only.  The cost to en-
ter the race is approximately 
$10,000, and the purse is 
$100,000.

Participating in the “Great 
Race” had been a dream of 
Russ since its inception, and 
that dream was about to be 
realized when Mr. Fieler in-
vited him to join him on the 
race as his support mechanic.  
This involved driving the truck and trail-
er and making repairs to the car to keep 
it in perfect working condition.

 As fate would have it, Mrs. Fieler 
became ill after the first week and had to 
be flown home to Boca Raton for medi-
cal tests.  Consequently, Mr. Fieler asked 
Russ to replace his wife as the driver 
(and still be the mechanic) for the dura-
tion of the race. With the superb navi-
gation skills of Mr. Fieler Russ won two 
“aces,” accolades for driving two per-
fectly timed days, a very difficult feat.

 Russ described the rainstorms and 
hail they encountered along the way in 
Texas and the searing 120º heat through 
the Mojave Desert.  He got a bit choked 
up when describing his favorite leg of 
the race: Big Bear Mountain , Califor-
nia.  There, at 8500 feet elevation, there 
were spectators all along the way wav-
ing a parade of American flags.

 Unlike many of the other vehicles in 

the race, his Speedster only endured a 
burnt out clutch, which Russ repaired in 
the parking lot of that evening’s Hotel.  
Many other cars weren’t so lucky and 
suffered more serious problems such as 
transmission breakdowns, burst radia-
tors, and broken axles.

 All in all, 68 cars made it to Anaheim 
with his vehicle finishing 49th.  Not bad 
for a first time.  Next year? The “Great 
Race” travels from “New York to Paris” 

Who knows ????
 But if 2007 wasn’t exciting enough 

for this decades-old bachelor, Russ tied 
the knot this past Easter, with his sweet-
heart, Mimi.  They finally got around 
to their honeymoon—following the 
“Great Race.”  But like all good things in 
life, you have to prioritize.

Russ is currently organizing a huge 
collector car show on South Andrews 
Ave. in early December. For details, call 
Russ at 954-560-5412.

About the Author:

Craig Sherritt is a lawyer and free 
lance writer for various local publica-
tions. He is also a City Commissioner for 
Wilton Manors.

He can be reached at craigcourt@
aol.com

Fort Lauderdale Historical Society to Honor Ray Ferrero, Jr and Nova Southeastern University
 The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society (FLHS) will hold its 14th Annual Founder’s Dinner on November 2 honoring Ray Ferrero, Jr. and Nova Southeastern Univer-

sity. Honorary Chairs for the event include Wayne and Marti Huizenga along with Co-Chairs Dr. Harry and Ann Marie Moon and Paul Sallarulo.  The dinner will be held 
at the Bahia Mar beginning with an auction and cocktail reception at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $150 per person. If you are interested in sponsoring the event, donating 
silent auction items or attending, please contact FLHS Office Manager Gina Farinhas at 954-463-4431 X 16. 

Proceeds from the event help the Historical Society fulfill its mission to bring the history of Greater Fort Lauderdale to life and preserve it for the enrichment of pres-
ent and future generations.

Located on the New River, the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society  tells the story of our community’s history from the Pioneers of Fort Lauderdale to the present 
day through its four historic structures: 1905 New River Inn, which houses the Museum of History and was the first building in Broward County to be listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places; the 1905 Philemon Bryan House, a four-square Vernacular style house; 1905 Acetylene Building, which produced acetylene gas to 
light the New River Inn; and the 1907 King-Cromartie House Museum, which belonged to one of the first pioneer families in Fort Lauderdale. The site also includes a 
replica of the first Broward County school house and the Hoch Heritage Center, a public research library that holds the largest collection of material related to greater 
Fort Lauderdale, including more than 250,000 historic photographs. Museum hours are Tuesday-Saturday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Sunday noon to 5:00 p.m.
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MIDDLE RIVER TERRACE’S NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
AGAINST CRIME PARTY A BIG HIT!

           by Steve Kelley

On August 7, 2007, Middle River 
Terrace held its annual National Night 
Out Against Crime at the dock on NE 
8th Avenue.

For 24 years, NNO has proven to 
be an effective, inexpensive and enjoy-
able nationwide program to promote 
neighborhood spirit and police-commu-
nity partnerships in our fight for a safer 
neighborhood. Middle River Terrace 
gets a lot of benefits from this annual 
event that will most certainly extend 
well beyond the one night.

Over time, many of Fort Lauder-
dale’s 62 neighborhoods have lost in-
terest in this national event; Middle 
River Terrace showed the city it can put 
on a great neighborhood Party. In fact, 
folks from several surrounding neigh-
borhoods joined us to merge neighbor-
hood celebrations. 

The BBQ grill was going hot and 
heavy with over 300 hot dogs and 
hamburgers served along with all the 
fixin’s. There was music, entertainment 
and lots of socializing among friends.

The Fort Lauderdale Police Depart-
ment was there with a huge presence 
complete with members of the mount-
ed patrol, lots of police officers and a 
display of its mobile command center.

Unique in the city’s history of these 
events, the neighborhood’s new, and 
former president, Tim Smith came up 
with a fun way to focus our attention 
on crime: a paintball game that took 
shots at “perps” on a lifesize plywood 
cutout (see picture). 

For a modest contribution to the 
civic association, neighborhood resi-
dents and ersatz triggermen and wom-
en could gleefully blast away at the 
symbols of our crime problem. Needless 
to say, a long line of justice-minded resi-
dents formed to happily pay for the op-
portunity to voice their “opinion” about 
drug dealers, etc. in the neighborhood.

Surprisingly, many residents eagerly 

Here, neighborhood Officers Franklin Foulks and Joyce Fleming show off trophies that 
Middle River Terrace awarded them for their fine work on behalf of the neighborhood. 
We hear promotions are coming! 

revealed their inner sharpshooter selves 
in executing precise patterns of rounds 
clustered in the center parts, and other 
interesting parts, of the cutout. This re-
porter happily blasted away taking some 
considerable joy in pretend justice. (This 
was fun!)

Middle River Terrace thanks all the 
volunteers who helped make this a   
special night for the neighborhood.

Residents with locked and loaded paint ball guns were determined to take a shot against crime. Here’s what the 
shooters were hitting with amazing proficiency! These people are ready for Iraq!
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I LED TWO LIVES - a book by Commissioner Tim Smith
The Final Chapter?

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Tim Smith was a beloved District 
2 Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
from 1996 to 2003. Smith wrote this 
book after he left office to tell his story 
about what it was actually like to be a 
City Commissioner.

This chapter 10 is the last chapter in 
the book. The previous 9 chapters were 
published over the past 9 months.

Chapter 10
 

The Final Chapter (or is it?)

I hope you have been enjoying 
my tale of public service and are now 
convinced that you will either run for 
public office yourself, or possibly talk a 
good friend into at least giving it some 
thought. I’d like to finish this tale by ex-
plaining how my many years of civic in-
volvement came to a close. 

After six years as a driven elected 
public servant, that followed five years 
as a rabid neighborhood activist, and 
I was ready to give it a break. First off, 
I was tired, very tired.  I had given my 
all to make the city I loved better. And I 
believe I had. 

Just getting elected in the first place 
was a battle. I won the initial race for 
Commissioner even though I had to 
claw my way to the top, beat a former 
Speaker of the Florida House of Repre-
sentatives, and fight off a blackmail at-
tempt by the powers that be. I had won 
my reelection effort three years later by 
80% of the vote, and had managed to 
stay popular in a political district that 
swallowed all that came before me. 

The neighborhoods that I had pas-
sionately been working to bring back 
were on their way. If I had any sense, I 
would have just moved out of the pub-
lic eye and retired my political boxing 
gloves. That was my intention.

Secondly, as I’ve already told you, 
I fiercely believe in term limits, and the 
plan that I offered only allowed for 
two- three year terms. I had to relent 
to my colleagues who would only back 
my plan if I went for three- three year 
terms, and life in politics is a life of com-
promise. I was thrilled that I had gotten 
term limits passed at all, and though I 
could have run for one more three year 
term, I thought is best that I lived what 
I preached, and get out after the two- 
three years terms.

About nine months before my sec-
ond term ended, I made an announce-
ment that I was getting out at the end 
of my second term. I spelled out the 

reasons I was getting out, and felt good 
about my decision. My friends were dis-
appointed, as we had been working as 
a well-oiled machine at this point and 
were getting lots of important things 
accomplished. The next day I got a call 
from one of my most ardent supporters. 
He said he had heard my announce-
ment and that he had an idea for me. 
He swelled my head and told me how 
indispensable I was, and that I was the 
best thing since sliced bread (so what 
was the best thing before sliced bread?) 
and that the city would suffer without 
me and on and on. 

Now we all like recognition, but I 
knew the city would survive without 
me and I without it. But like an idiot I 
took the bait and asked him what his 
idea was. He wanted me to challenge 
the Mayor in the next election. He was 
talking about the Mayor who had been 
in office since the mid 1980’s and had 
name recognition of nearly 75% (an 
enormous figure in politics). This was 
the Mayor that had not drawn any sub-
stantial competition for a decade. I told 
my friend that I would chew on some 
glass, pass a few kidney stones and slice 
my wrists and get back to him. 

Then I asked him to quit smoking 
that stuff and hung up.

The next day another friend called 
and then another and another. This was 
getting out of hand. I was very flattered, 

to be sure, but didn’t give it any serious 
thought. First, I had already decided to 
get back to my family and business, both 
had  deserved my attention by then, and 
at any rate, as the conventional wisdom 
had it, Naugle couldn’t be beat.  I just 
continued to ignore the idea.

There were many things about our 
Mayor that bothered me, but I had done 
what I had come to do and it was time 
to go. It was true that he had offended 
many of the people that I thought the 
most of.  For one thing, he was con-
stantly lashing out at the city employ-

ees. He had driven 
the City Manager 
away by  constant 
personal and pub-
lic attacks .He had 
been intimating 
that some of the 
best employees, 
like the dynamic 
and honest Con-
struction Services 
Manager Cece-
lia, were corrupt. 
There was no call 
for such hostil-
ity. These things 
were said at pub-
lic meetings and 
they were really 
creating instabil-
ity in the city. I 
was hoping that 
a viable challenger 
would emerge to 
take him on.

Also, Naugle 
had been disre-
specting all the 
gay and lesbians 
in the community 

for years. These were the folks that were  
moving into the toughest neighbor-
hoods and bringing them back. Many 
of the folks in the gay community were 
volunteering as neighborhood leaders, 
city advisory board members and run-
ning charitable organizations. Cindy 
and I had become great friends with 
a lot of the leaders of this community. 
They were angry (and rightfully so), that 
Naugle had taken their support for him 
for years and now was calling them sin-
ners and criminals.  “This man should be 
replaced, but not by me,” I thought.

With a few months to go, I was 
busy pushing some pet projects. I had 
a ferocious appetite for solving prob-
lems, and I wanted to be somewhere 
cutting a ribbon or seeing a program 
implemented on my last day in office. I 

had become a believer in mass transit 
and had wanted to try and find a way 
to add some trolleys to our downtown. 
Cities like West Palm Beach and Key West 
had friendly trolleys and it was a shame 
that our thriving downtown hadn’t ac-
complished it. 

Getting this done was like pushing 
the proverbial stone up the hill, but I 
was plugging away at the endeavor. I 
worked out a plan. I thought we need-
ed leading citizens to buy into the  con-
cept. I had to create some buzz. I de-
cided to unveil my thoughts at the next 
Commission meeting. It was a detailed 
plan. I had intentionally chosen leading 
citizens from all of the Commissioners’ 
districts to sit on a panel, including my 
old nemesis Tom Gustafson, who had 
become quite an expert on   pedestrian 
friendly communities, and was leading a 
wider effort throughout the County. 

The panel, which I dubbed the City 
Mass Transit Committee, would re-
search the types of trolleys available, the 
different forms of fuel that these trolleys 
could use, the operating costs, market-
ing concepts and the like. I had called 
all the proposed members and asked if 
they would like to be a part of it. They all 
agreed, but one person, Barbara Curtis, 
who was very close to the Mayor, called 
me back a few minutes later. “Tim, af-
ter talking to you I began to get excited 
about this opportunity to help.” I was 
really glad she had called back as Bar-
bara could probably swing the Mayor’s 
support for this and I had already count-
ed that out. “But I’d like to know more,” 
Barbara asked. I gave her a few details. 
“I want it all”, Barbara kept on, and I 
could hear her scribbling the details 
down on her side of the phone. I was 
a bit surprised, but Barbara is known for 
her attention to detail.

The next day was the Commission 
meeting and I was ready to bring up this 
new idea for the trolley committee in a 
section of the meeting called Commis-
sioners’ reports. This was my     favorite 
time of the meeting as Commission-
ers could float new ideas and get new 
things going. The way it had always 
worked, the Mayor would declare that 
it was 5 p.m. and time for the Commis-
sioners’ reports. Often, I would go first 
on the Commissioners’ reports as I sat 
to the left of the Mayor. But on this    oc-
casion, and for the first time ever in my 
memory, the Mayor announced that to-
day he was going to go first. He began 
to    announce a new idea that he said 
he had thought up to have a citizens’ 
mass transit committee! My mouth 
dropped. 

Continued on page 21
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Continued from page 20
I was amazed that we had thought 

up the very same idea. But as he went 
on, it was apparent that he hadn’t 
thought up the idea at all. He began to 
detail his idea, and it was the exact same 
idea that I had spent hours developing. 
He ran it down in the same order as I 
had given it to Barbara and heard her 
scribble it down on the phone the af-
ternoon before. He finished and looked 
over at me with one of those strange 
looks I knew him to have, “your turn 
Commissioner Smith!” I sat there star-
ing at him. The room probably thought 
I had fallen asleep with my eyes open. 
I didn’t know what to say. I muttered 
something about my having the same 
idea that he had just detailed, but no 
one understood what had just hap-
pened.

The meeting adjourned after the 
Commissioners’ reports and I slunk 
back to my office still reeling from the 
rotten ploy by the Mayor. I looked over 
my phone notes and there were three 
more calls from ardent supporters ask-
ing me to run against the Mayor in the 
next election. I think I began to give the 
idea some serious thought that day.

The Mayor had not had a serious 
challenger for years. In the last election, 
a 21 year-old man with no name recog-
nition and no platform ran against him. 
He received 20% of the vote. Naugle 
did have some vulnerabilities, I thought. 
I was convinced that the Mayor was 
holding the city back from greatness, 
but I didn’t want to be the challenger. 
I decided to chew on some more glass 
and give it some more thought. 

The Fort Lauderdale City Commis-
sion takes the month of August off. It 
was July, and I had decided (and told 
some friends), that I was going to make 
a decision during the break on whether 
or not I would take a shot at the Mayor’s 
seat. I felt it was probably futile, that he 
probably couldn’t be beaten this time 
around, and I really wanted to go out a 
winner. Naugle had been given a pass, 
term after term, and somebody with 
some chance of beating him would 
surely emerge and get me off the hook. 
I was ready to support a real challenger 
to Naugle, but without admitting it, 
even to myself, I was getting closer to 
some real consideration.

Just a few weeks before the break, I 
was sitting in my office late. Naugle was 
in his office as usual, probably working 
on his Smith file, and I was trying to get 
some last minute things tied up before 
getting out of town. After 8 p.m., the 
lights on the Commissioners’ floor at 
City Hall go off. In order to work late, 
you need to bring in your own light. I 
had a little lamp they call a bankers light, 

with the green glass globe that gives ev-
erything in the room a surreal feel. I was 
working in that light that evening when 
I looked up and saw Naugle standing 
in the doorway of my office. I was a 
bit curious seeing him standing there. 
First off, I knew he had heard that some 
citizens were encouraging me to run 
against him. About a dozen community 
leaders that knew him well had called 
me or ran into to me and told me to 
stay on as Commissioner. They said that 
I shouldn’t run against Naugle, that he 
was only going to stay one more term. 
It seemed to me that Naugle had put 
them up to it. 

Naugle stood there in my office 
door, not saying anything. I finally said 
“what’s up?” He came in and sat in the 
chair across from my desk. “You really 
shouldn’t run against me,” he said. I 
was really surprised.” I’m not running 
for mayor,” I replied, “I’d rather chew 
glass Jim, I’m getting out.” He stared 
at me for a moment and said, “that’s 
not what I hear.” I told him that I had 
been getting a lot of calls from people 
asking me to consider running against 
him because of his rudeness and lack of 
leadership. He said that that was ridicu-
lous, he hadn’t been rude to anybody. 
He said he was the nicest guy around 
and didn’t have a mean bone in his 
body. I really wished he would just go 
but I had to give him my thoughts. “You 
have been rude and you know it, Jim,” 
I started.  You constantly berate the 
city’s  employees,” I continued, “you’re 
not showing any leadership,“ I added, 
and how can you possibly be so mean 
to the gays and    lesbians of our com-
munity after they have supported you 
and been so helpful to our city all these 
years,” I finished. 

I reminded him that my gay brother-
in law had been nearly beaten to death 
with a baseball bat by a bunch of red-
neck yahoos that fed on the type of vitri-
ol that he spewed. He took a breath and 
started to talk in a quiet voice, almost 
a whisper. “I’ve had an experience”, he 
said. I didn’t know what he meant, but I 
hoped it was not what I thought it was. 
I said nothing. He repeated himself. “I 
love the gays and lesbians, I’ve had an 
experience myself,” he said. 

I wished I could have beamed my-
self home like Dr. Spock at that mo-
ment. The thing that bothered me most 
about this was that I didn’t believe him! 
He certainly wasn’t going to come into 
my office and share a most private part 
of his life with me unless there was an 
angle. It quickly dawned on me that he 
had hoped that I would run out and 
spread this bombshell to the gay com-
munity.  He would then have diffused 
the brewing discontent that the sizable 
gay community had with him, and he 
would just tell his supporters that Smith 
was crazy. I had no intention on helping 
him in that regard and decided to keep 

the story to myself  (or maybe save it for 
a future book). He went on about lov-
ing the sinner and hating the sin, and 
I felt like my dinner was spoiling. After 
that night, I think I knew that I was go-
ing to have to run against him, win or 
lose.

The summer break arrived and not 
a minute too soon. The pressure on me 
to run had been building and the press 
was asking continually asking me if I 
was going to give the mighty Naugle a 
go. Cindy and Timmy and I went up to 
our cabin in Georgia for a well-deserved 
break. We invited a few of our best 
friends to come up and enjoy the beau-
tiful mountains and I intended on ask-
ing them to help me with my decision. 
Somewhere near the end of my summer 
break I decided I had to give it a go. I re-
ally wasn’t sure yet if I really wanted to 
actually win, but I knew I was going to 
give it a shot.

The race was on. I decided that I 
was going to do this my way. I called 
on some of the folks who had helped 
me through my two previous successful 
elections. We met and decided on some 
general principles for the try. The most 
contentious issue among the group 
was my self-imposed campaign contri-
bution limit. 

I had always restricted my dona-
tions in all of my campaigns to $25 even 
though the legal limit that all of my chal-
lengers took was always $500 (until my 
campaign finance reform finally passed). 
I have seen first hand the decisions that 
big campaign donators can buy through 
their large bundled donations. All of my 
friends and the “Smith for Mayor” cam-
paign staff argued with me for weeks. 
They could appreciate my principles and 
my argument but kept reminding me 
that this was not a single   district Com-
mission race, it was citywide. Not only 
that, but I was running against a firmly 
entrenched incumbent that had mas-
sive money raising ability (Naugle end-
ed up raising nearly three times what I 
raised). I didn’t care. I could appreciate 
their positions but I could not bend my 
principles for this or anything else. 

But if I had known that not only 
would I be taking on one of the biggest 
powerhouses in local politics, but that I 
would also be running afoul of the most 
well known political columnist in the 
county, I might have reconsidered the 
restricted donation limit.

Buddy Nevins is a columnist for the 
Sun-Sentinel, the newspaper with the 
largest circulation in Fort Lauderdale. I 
know he is a columnist, and not a re-
porter, because when he wrote things in 
his column about me that weren’t true, 
and I confronted him about them, he 
told me that he could do that because 
he was a columnist, not a reporter. 

Buddy had been told by Naugle 
that my $25 donation limit was a ploy.  

Naugle had a problem. He wanted to 
paint me as the tool of the greedy de-
veloper and the big money interests. 
He loved these buzzwords and told me 
when I was running for my first term as 
Commissioner, that I should call my top 
contender, Tom Gustafson a “lawyer/
lobbyist,” because that would sound re-
ally bad for Gustafson. 

The problem was that I wasn’t con-
trolled by anyone. I didn’t depend on 
developers and their big money to get 
elected, and everyone knew it. Naugle 
needed to think of something. He was 
taking the maximum donations from all 
the developers himself and ran the risk 
of being called on it. He would have to 
turn my $25 limit on me. One Saturday, 
Nevins’ political column was headlined 
“Mayoral hopeful Smith donation limit 
just a trick to fool the voters.” He went 
on to say that I set the limit as a ploy and 
that I would have secret funding, under 
the table, from the big money interests. 
It hurt. It really did. It was total bull, but 
most people believe that if it’s in print, it 
must be true.

I went to see Buddy that Monday 
morning. I called first to see if he had 
arrived. The receptionist asked who was 
calling. I said Tim Smith. He came back 
on the line and said no, Buddy wasn’t 
in. I could tell by his tone that he was 
lying (probably rubbed off from Buddy) 
and told him to tell Buddy I was on my 
way over. I arrived about ten minutes 
later. I had taken the campaign finance 
reform measure that I had finally got-
ten passed and proof that I had always 
limited my donations to $25. The re-
ceptionist called Nevins from the front 
desk. “Mr. Nevins, Tim Smith is here to 
see you.” The receptionist listened for a 
second and said “Mr. Nevins wants to 
know if you’re armed.” “What an ass,” 
I thought.

When Buddy finally came out, I 
asked him how he could print such 
made-up B.S. in a respectable newspa-
per. After all, this wasn’t the “Globe” or 
the “Tattler.”.

Buddy said that he had heard a ru-
mor that I was going to emerge with 
$150,000 days before the election with 
a super  secret slush fund and bury Nau-
gle in slanderous mailers. It was crazy 
for sure, and Buddy looked like he knew 
it. He said he would make it right, and I 
believed him and left. Buddy never did 
retract the story, and actually beat up on 
me in other       columns before Election 
Day. Maybe he thinks I’m stashing the 
$150,000 away for a future run against 
Naugle? Or maybe he’s just an ass!

I tried to ignore the attacks from 
Nevins and carried on with the daunt-
ing task of the citywide run. I definitely 
have a new appreciation to those that 
run for office on a countywide or state-
wide race. I ran from one speaking en-
gagement to another for six straight 

Continued on page 22
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months. I crisscrossed the 33 square 
mile city from the wealthy districts in 
the north, to the needy areas in the 
west, to the original native parts of Fort 
Lauderdale in the south. I walked the 
neighborhoods just as I did in my other 
races, but this time I had to jog. Now 
there were four times more households 
to reach. My motivation for running 
was different from before. Where I was 
driven to fix certain areas of the city in 
my former runs, this time I was running 
to look over the whole city, the big pic-
ture. It was a tough job, but somebody 
had to do it. And though I worked hard, 
I’m afraid my heart wasn’t       totally in 
it. The MOJO I told you about in a for-
mer chapter just wasn’t forthcoming. 
There were some great moments and 
funny highlights nonetheless. 

First, I had really done this cam-
paign my way. I had gotten a local land 
speculator to let me rent a building he 
had bought and boarded up. Because 
he wasn’t using it, I negotiated a cheap 
rent and got my volunteers busy paint-
ing, carpeting, and decking it out. It 
had an antique Cadillac once used by 

an Army Chief of Staff during the Eisen-
hower Administration tucked away in 
the corner, so we uncovered it and put 
it out as a centerpiece. We decided to 
let all the candidates for all the munici-
pal offices (including Naugle) have free 
space in the building, though none 
took me up on it. It was right on High-
way US #1 and we plastered Smith for 
Mayor signs all around the building for 
all to see. We had many volunteers so 
we were able to keep the building open 
every day even though I was usually 
gone kissing hands and shaking babies 
(that’s a politician’s joke).

Then there was the day just a few 
weeks before the election when the 
third candidate in the Mayor’s race, a 
woman named Nancy came in to see 
me with her husband Willie. They sat 
down with me and told me Nancy was 
going to drop out of the race and they 
were going to throw their support be-
hind me. I was thrilled and hoped this 
would help me with the minority  po-
litical district, as that is where she was 
from. I should have been circumspect 
when Willie stopped just outside of the 
doors of the headquarters as they were 
leaving and borrowed $20 from me. I 
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I LED TWO LIVES - a book by Commissioner Tim Smith
The Final Chapter?

knew that their offer of help was a bit 
less than totally   sincere the next day 
when Willie called back and tried to 
hook me for another $300!

Another highlight were the debates. 
I really prepared for debates, and had 
become quite the formidable opponent.  
I   debated Naugle  on six occasions and 
on my scorecard, beat him firmly in five 
of the six. And I made a more honest 
politician out of him for sure. I detailed 
Naugles’ public record on my website,( 
remember Tim’s Tips) TimSmith.com, 
which is still up, so check it out for more 
political tidbits.

But the most pleasant memory of 
that campaign and all the campaigns 
were the committed volunteers. I had 
help from literally hundreds of wonder-
ful people, and I’m going to thank them 
all at the end of the book. I was most 
pleased that in my last    political race 
of my life that I had won hands down 
in my      district and beat Naugle in the 
minority community as well with the 
support of the District Commissioner 
Carlton Moore and the popular Con-
gressman Alcee Hasting. 

But as I said before, Naugle lived 
to run for office. He knew all the right 
moves and when the smoke had 
cleared on election night, he had beat-
en me 10,000 votes to 6,000. It was a 
sad night for Cindy and Timmy and I 
(winning is definitely better than losing) 
and those hundreds of volunteers who 
had worked so hard for me. But I was 
a free man again, the areas of the city 
I cared most about were beginning to 
flourish, and after all these years I went 
off to relax, drown my cell phone and 
write a book about my dozen years as a 
public servant. 

Or so I thought! I’ve just received 
a call from a neighborhood leader 
not too far from our neighborhood. It 
seems that the current City Commission 
has decided to  severely cut the Pub-
lic Safety budget. That’s insane. How 
could they? This is something I won’t 
be able to sit back and take. I’ll have to 
get right on the phone, find those list of 
activists, organize the protests! “Honey, 
any of that Pepto Bismol left?”… Good 
luck on your try !...

   
Note: Tim’s book is for sale at $17 

- to order yours, call 954-564-1308.

Thanks all the fine people who made my political career 
possible. 

Good luck on your run for public office.
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                 By Kevin Lane

A Night In Casablanca… A 
Murder Mystery  Interactive Din-
ner Show at Café de Paris

“Play it again Sam!” is one of the 
most famous and recognizable lines 
from the movie, Casablanca.  Those and 
other lines will be incorporated into a 
tasty Murder Mystery Dinner-Show tak-

ing place at Café de Paris on Wednesday, 
September 12th.  “You’ll meet Casablan-
ca’s strange characters… maybe get in-
volved… .help the Captain of Police solve 
the crime,” producer Cathy Rollins told 
Fort Lauderdale City News.  The cost is 
$75.00 per person that includes show, 
dinner, taxes and gratuities… $140.00 
per couple.  The first production of the 
fun, interactive evening was sold out 
weeks before it took place last month, 
so if you love great food… and a terrific 
who-dunit’ based on the popular mov-
ie, Casablanca, then call producer Cathy 
Rollins at  (954) 791-7555 or visit www.
sromurdermysteries.com and click on 
SRO Dinner-Shows.  Café de Paris is at 
715 East Las Olas Boulevard.… “Louis, I 
think this is the beginning of a beautiful 
friendship.”

Get Nuts! Toasted Pecan Pies 
To Go from Canyon

One of this reporter’s favorite des-
serts is Pecan Pie, so you can imagine 
how excited we were to learn that Can-
yon Restaurant, at 1818 East Sunrise 
Boulevard, has introduced Toasted Pe-

can Pies To Go.  At $50 each, Canyon’s 
acclaimed pastry chef Dean Roman says 
these nutty sweet pies merges a massive 
amount of pecans – one whole pound 
- with molasses in an ultra rich combina-
tion of pecans and premium ingredients 
which is much heavier and denser than 
any standard pecan pie. A hearty, flaky 
crust provides an excellent balance for 
the sweetness of the filling.

Now you can impress family and 
friends by serving this indulgence at 
home as they serve it at Canyon, deli-
ciously warm, drizzled in rich caramel 
and topped with cool vanilla ice cream.  
Chef Roman makes just 10 pies per day, 
so get your order in fast.  Other out-
standing desserts at Canyon include 
Chocolate Bread Pudding, Mexican 
Chocolate Brownies, and Charred Apple 
Pear Tart.  Call (954) 765-1950 or visit 
www.canyonfl.com to order online.  Oh 
my goodness!!
 

Las Olas ‘Urban Gourmet’ 
Farmer’s Market Gets Green Light 
For Weekly Schedule

The popular Las Olas ‘Urban Gour-
met’ Farmer’s Market’ was given the 
green light by the City Commission to 
hold their well attended event every 
Sunday!!  The location will be the street 
near the Las Olas Chemist Shop, SE 
12th Ave and Las Olas Blvd. The week-
ly events runs from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.. 

 “Not only do these upscale farm-
er’s markets attract a great many peo-
ple, but we’re pleased to say the crowds 
end up strolling Las Olas, shopping, din-
ing and in some cases, discovering the 
Boulevard for the first time,” Marc Leach 
said.  Marc is the owner of the Las Olas 

Chemist and has been the driving force, 
with the help and support of the Las 
Olas Association, of the ‘Gourmet Mar-
ket’.  Some of the items you’ll find in-
clude fresh fruits and vegetables, home 
made Hummus, salsa and guacamole, 
orchids and even a Holistic massage.  
For information, call Las Olas Chemist at 
(954) 462-4166.  

Young Benefactors Meets On 
Third Thursdays at the Museum of 
Art

The Young Benefactors, a group 
for individuals 21-45 years old who are 
dedicated to supporting the Museum 

of Art, in partnership with Bank Atlan-
tic; will be hosting their monthly ‘Third 
Thursday’ networking socials starting 
September 20th.  The goal of the events, 
free and open to the public, is to bring 
people from the community to the mu-
seum for an evening of culture, conver-
sation, and entertainment.  Starting at 
5:00 p.m., enjoy food, spirits and enter-
tainment. Members will connect with 
artists, collectors and leading figures in 
the art world through a variety of edu-
cational and social activities.  R.S.V.P. to 
youngbenefactorsmoafl@yahoo.com 
or call (954) 525-5500, ext. 254.

Candy Colby Offers Cardio 
Strip & Pole Dancing Lessons!

“South Florida’s First Lady of Fit-
ness”, Candy Colby, is offering Cardio 

Strip & Pole Dancing lessons . . . the fun, 
sexy way to get into shape! Classes in-
clude a sassy warm up, sultry stretching, 
funky dance moves, and an emphasis 
on pole dancing techniques, tricks and 
spins. It’s the hottest fitness craze in 
South Florida and you can try your first 
class FREE at World Fitness Association, 
2747 East Oakland Park Boulevard.   “We 
are available for group classes, private 
lessons and private parties which would 
be UNIQUE and ideal for Bachelorette, 
Birthday, and Girls Night Out parties!!,” 
Ms. Colby said.  For information and a 
complete schedule of classes, please call 
(954) 564-6743.

Look 10 Years Younger… In 10 
Days With COMPLEXIONS Bio-Ulti-
mate Age Defying Facial 

The latest in age defying skin care 
is now available at COMPLEXIONS, a 
skin care studio at 818 East Las Olas, 
Suite #7. Their Bio-Ultimate Age Defy-
ing Facial is a complete esthetic system 
that aids in reducing the signs of aging 
with specialized products and microcur-
rent technology. This advanced system 
of products and technology firms and 
smoothes the skin, offering an out-
standing age defying facial.  Skin is re-
hydrated, circulation is improved and a 
revitalized appearance is achieved after 
the first application.  It is a popular non-
invasive service that allows the freedom 
to attain anti-aging goals without the 

recovery, down time and expense of 
surgeries and other aggressive services.  
The process was recently featured on 
Oprah.  Call (954) 764-1101.

About the Author:

Kevin Lane is a popular photogra-
pher and journalist covering society, 
fashion, entertainment, dining and 
South Florida Lifestyle.  

He’s a Publicist with ‘blue-chip’ 
clients in the non-profit and for-profit 
sector and is a motivational speaker as 
well as a lecturer on historic and famous 
figures including Napoleon Bonaparte, 
Ancient Egyptian dynasties, Estee Laud-
er and famed tap dancer, Bill ‘Bojangles’ 
Robinson.  He can be reached at klane@
gate.net. 

Kevin’s KornerKevin’s Korner

Cathy Rollins, looking for clues along 
with the Police Inspector at “A Night 
in Casablanca.”
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CANDIDATES!

Thinking about running for elected 
office in 2009? It’s closer than you think; 
most campaigns start late, often just a 
few months before election dates, re-
sulting in predictable failure and waste 
of the candidate’s and volunteers’ work.  
A lot of money is also lost through a lack 
of advance planning.

The Fort Lauderdale City News will 
cover contests for public office and at-
tempt to give candidates a forum to dis-
cuss the important issues of the day di-
rectly with the voters of Ft. Lauderdale. 
This City News goes to every voter 
in the city. FYI.

Candidates’ articles, news items, 
campaign events, etc. are welcome. If 
you, or a friend, is thinking about the 
mayor’s or city commission seats, the 
Florida House or Senate, congress, 
county commission, school board or 
other positions please call Steve Kelley, 
publisher at (954) 564-1308 and let’s 
discuss how this publication can help 
you at no charge.

Politics Et CeteraPolitics Et Cetera “If you don’t vote, you don’t matter.”

HEARD ‘ROUND TOWN

           by Steve Kelley

Your Government is calling.

If the government calls you, be very 
suspicious. If the government in the 

form of City Com-
missioner Teel calls 
you, be really sus-
picious.

Teel has been 
calling folks in her 
district, and more 
important, outside, 
her district in an ef-
fort to be “friendly” 
and folksy. Calling 

people outside a commissioner’s district 
is highly unusual. And, she’s been send-
ing out letters, (at our expense) blasting 
this publication. Many think she’s gear-
ing up for a run for Mayor in March, 
2009.

Thou dost protest too much!

Can anyone tell me why our Mayor 
Naugle is so obsessed with other peo-
ple’s sex lives? 

Mayor Naugle’s recent comments 
about gays possibly having sex in the 
city’s proposed obscenely expensive 
$250,000 public toilet aggravated the 
gay community. There was lots of public 
grousing about Naugle and how awful 
he is.

Then the issue arose about the city 
temporarily storing the Gay and Les-
bian Community Center’s library while 
their new facility is being built. The city 
commission voted 3-2 to approve the 
measure. Naugle voted against it. Once 
again, Naugle got on to TV and made 
insulting remarks about the gay com-
munity. Gays responded with a town 
hall  type meeting to discuss “strategy” 
in dealing with Naugle.

This has now made national “news” 
and Naugle is now making us look like 
idiots.

Former District 2 City Commissioner 
Dean Trantalis said, “We are not going 
to sit idly by and let our mayor conduct 
himself in a manner that is demeaning 
to us.”

Lord Jim has been on the city com-
mission for 26 years and these incidents 
are only the latest of a long series of in-
sults and bashing directed at our gay 
citizens.

The fact is that the gay community 
has sat idly by during those 26 years as  
Naugle repeatedly spat out his hateful 
homophobic comments with total im-

punity and indifference. 
Why? Our voters, gay and other-

wise, can’t be bothered to actually vote 
in our municipal elections. Naugle runs 
for re-election every three years and in 
every election the same 6% of voters 
keep Naugle in office. A stunning 94% 
of registered voters in Fort Lauderdale 
have never voted for Naugle. The May-
or’s opponents remind gay voters dur-
ing campaigns of his despicable history 
hoping to energize them enough to 
vote Naugle out of office. 

Election after election, gay voters re-
fuse to vote; if they had, Naugle would 
have been out office years ago. When 
you think about it, a mere 1,000 gay 
voters could decide every election.

When Trantalis, our fist openly gay 
city commissioner was elected there was 
hope he would be a strong advocate 
for the gay community and stand up to 
Naugle. There was also hope he would 
galvanize gays as a powerful  leader and 
help get Hizzoner out of office. 

Some even saw Trantalis as the first 
gay Mayor of Fort Lauderdale. Instead, 
the gay community got a mediocre  one-
term elected official who had no ideas, 
creativity, imagination or the leadership 
to repudiate Naugle and his hatred. 

It’s phony of Trantalis to now say 
“we’re not going to sit idly by” when 
that’s exactly what he did while in of-
fice. 

In the end, Naugle is finally being 
forced out of office in March, 2009 be-
cause of term limits. Note that Calamity 
Jim voted against term limits in 1998 
in a successful city commission vote 
pushed by former City Commissioner 
Tim Smith.

As Smith has said, “He wants to be 
Idi Amin, dictator for life.”

An apathetic gay community has 
certainly helped him keep a pulpit for 
his continuing and vocal assault on the 
gay community.

We’ll see if they actually vote in the 
next mayoral election.

The City Manager’s 
Intense Secrecy

The debacle of one of our bridge 
tenders having the temerity of (gasp!) 
talking to the press about her job shows 
the heavy, and cruel, hand of City Man-
ager George Gretsas. The Sun Sentinel 
reporter did a simple interview and 
bridgetender Curtiss was promptly fired 
from her $9 an hour job.

With no ifs and or buts, Gretsas has 
told all 2500 city employees they are no 
longer able to talk to the press on pain 
of losing their jobs. 

He wants all communications to be 
filtered, and I mean spun and sanitized, 

through his buddy who came from 
White Plains with him, the city’s Public 
“Information” Officer. 

The Sun Sentinel couldn’t see past 
Curtiss’ immediate employer, Tri-Angle 
Maintenance, to the real puppetmaster  
behind this firing: City Manager George 
Gretsas. 

Gretsas has largely stopped publish-
ing the city’s official publication, Focus 
on Fort Lauderdale, ‘cause he likes to 
keep a tight lid on information.

Gretsas hates the idea of citizen in-
volvement and has ignored important 
neighborhood groups, CERT volunteers, 
civic associations and badly wants to ig-
nore, if not disband our 26 citizen advi-
sory boards. In one instance, he called a 
civic association a “bunch of crybabies” 
for simply wanting to get the city’s help 
to improve their neighborhood.

Gretsas likes to keep things secret 
like his mysterious, and really weird, 
middle-of-the-night big pay raise. 

Here’s some real secrecy; try to find 
the name of our Public Information Of-
ficer on the city’s official website, www.
fortlauderdale.gov.

If you don’t believe all this secrecy 
stuff, try doing an interview with a city 
employee. They’ll clam up real fast. The 
press used to be able to talk to city em-
ployees freely long before Gretsas came 
here.

There’s probably a 3 to 2 vote to 
get rid of Gretsas on the City Commis-
sion but can you expect real leadership 
from them on this? Of course, some-

one would have to make a motion 
that would then have to be seconded. 
Scary!

If you are a city employee call me at 
(954) 564-1308 and tell me your story 
in complete confidence. Believe it or 
not, at the current time, free speech is 
still legal in America.
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FORT LAUDERDALE’S ARMY OF OPOSSUMS CLEAN UP YARDS 
AND NEIGHBORHOODS

Opossums: your garden’s 
evening clean-up crew.

Yes, these backyard visitors 
can be a little scary-looking, 
but they’re gentle creatures 
and will keep your yard free 

of snails and fallen fruit.

               By Lili Singer

Laura Simon, field director for the 
Humane Society’s Urban Wildlife Pro-
gram, does not mince words: “People 
are repulsed by their appearance.”

Can you blame them? Opossums, 
after all, do look like bloated rats — the 
scruffy fur, the flinty eyes, the 
bizarre little feet and long, 
scaly tail. And that’s their good 
side. Threaten one of them, 
and it will bare its teeth, hiss 
and drool.

But as disgusting as the 
animals may appear, they ac-
tually do quite lovely work in 
the garden. Opossums are 
nature’s clean-up crew, work-
ing the graveyard shift. Like 
little dust busters, they cruise 
the landscape, round ears tilt-
ed like satellite dishes, fleshy 
pink snoots to the ground. 
They feast on snails and slugs, 
perhaps even a cockroach or 
two.

Gardeners may blame 
opossums for the messes and 
mischief made by rambunc-
tious raccoons, skunks and squirrels 
rooting out insect grubs, but the reality 
is that opossums don’t dig. They can’t. 
The soft pink skin on their paws is too 

delicate for such manual labor; their 
weak nails are built for tree-climbing.

Though opossums are excellent at 
scaling trunks, they rarely sample the 
fruit above. Instead, they might sal-
vage a fallen peach or munch avocados 
knocked down by squirrels. Opossums 
prefer their produce at ground level and 
well rotted — all the easier to sniff out 
as they forage the night garden.

The animals are effective scavengers. 
It may not help their image problem, 
but opossums do eat the really gross 
stuff too: stinky carrion that other wild-
life simply won’t consider. Lest you get 
too disgusted, just remember that this is 

the detritus that no gardener wants to 
handle, even with gloved hands.

If opossums are so docile, harmless 

and downright helpful, then why are 
so many people — even sensitive gar-
deners who have designed their land-
scapes to attract wildlife — so intensely 
repulsed by this animal?

The average person thinks they’re 
so ugly, they’re scary, says Simon. Most 
calls coming into the hotline that she 
runs are fear-based.

“People think the animals must be 
rabid,” she says.

In truth, Simon and other experts 
say, the opossum is one of the gentlest 
animals out there. When it senses dan-
ger, it usually just freezes, motionless, 
and waits for the hazard to pass.

When threatened, the 
animal can look awfully 
mean, but it’s all a big 
show. Opossums don’t 
run or bite well. They’re 
not very coordinated and, 
in Simon’s words, they’re 
not the most intellectual 
of creatures.

If the baring-teeth-
and-hissing drama 
doesn’t work, they feign 
death by entering a tem-
porary coma. This strate-
gy doesn’t fool dogs and 
other large predators. 

The rabies fear is un-
founded because the 
disease is rarely found in 
opossums, says Cathe-
rine Conlon, a veterinar-
ian and rabies specialist 
formerly with the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

This apparent resistance to rabies 
may be attributed to the opossum’s 

The opossums found in Southern California immigrated here 
at least 100 years ago from the southeastern United States. Opos-
sums are marsupials like kangaroos and koalas.

low body temperature, which prevents 
buildup of the rabies virus. That same 
low body temperature may allow opos-
sums to eat horribly decayed food with-
out getting sick.

Rabies may not be an issue, but 
opossums do harbor parasites, includ-
ing fleas, and they can host a bacterial 
disease called leptospirosis that can be 
transmitted to humans. That’s why it’s 
not smart to touch a wild opossum or 
keep one as a pet. Says Dines, “It’s not 
an animal you’d want to play with.”

The species that calls Florida home is 
actually the Virginia opossum (Didelphis 
virginiana), the only marsupial living in 
the wilds of North America. As with the 
kangaroo, koala and other marsupials, 
the female opossum nurtures her unde-
veloped pups in a pouch. (“Possums,” 
for the record, are distant relatives found 
only in Australia.)

The Virginia opossum is native to 
the Southeast, where it is still common. 
It emigrated south, Dines says, most 
likely with the help of humans, who car-
ried the animals as curiosities or pets. 

Life in the city is grueling for the 
opossum. Mortality is high, and few live 
to their first birthday. Dogs and cats are 
the biggest threats. Garden pesticides, 
especially snail baits, also put the opos-
sum at risk.

What to do if you see one in your 
yard? The opossum’s defenders will 
suggest that you enjoy it — perhaps 
smile at its prehensile tail, or note how 
the rear feet have evolved with nifty op-
posable thumbs. Admire its adaptability, 
then let it proceed with the good work 
it came to do.

Walk to Help “Blow the Whistle on Asthma”
American Lung Association of Florida Looks to Community for Support

With more than 88,000 South Florida children suffering from asthma, the 
American Lung Association of Florida-South Florida is seeking to raise awareness 
and support through its sixth annual “Blow the Whistle on Asthma” walk, which 
will take place on Saturday, September 29th at 9:30 a.m. at Huizenga Plaza, in Fort 
Lauderdale. Registration begins at 8:15 a.m.

“There is no cure for asthma,” said Ellice Almas, Development Coordinator for 
the American Lung Association of Florida. “We are encouraging people to come 
out and support the cause that affects so many.” 

Those interested in participating in this year’s asthma walk can register online 
at: www.asthmwalksouthflorida.com or call 800-LUNG USA.

This fundraiser is designed to promote asthma research in the South Florida 
community.  The American Lung Association’s “Blow the Whistle on Asthma” walk 

will benefit these children and the other more than 22 million Americans afflicted.  
Proceeds are being contributed to asthma education programs in Broward, Mi-
ami-Dade, and Monroe counties and the Asthma Clinical Research Center at the 
University of Miami. 

About the American Lung Association of Florida:

Founded in 1916 to fight tuberculosis, the American Lung Association of Flor-
ida is the lead organization in the state working to prevent lung disease and pro-
mote lung health. Lung disease death rates continue to increase while other lead-
ing causes of death have declined. The American Lung Association of Florida funds 
vital research on the causes of and treatments for lung disease. With the generous 
support of the public, the American Lung Association of Florida is “Improving Life, 
One Breath at a Time.” 

 For more information about the American Lung Association of Florida log on 
to www.lungfla.org or call 1-800-LUNG-USA.
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THE PELICAN 
BAR AT PIER 66 

RESURRECTS ITSELF 
AS A LITTLE GEM 

OF THE CITY
           By Steve Kelley

The Pelican Bar at Pier 66 has long 
been a favorite of a few selective locals 
who both knew about it and hoped 
the secret would remain theirs. I’ve 
been going to the Pelican Bar for 20 
years, by car and boat, and greatly en-
joyed its alfresco dining, incredible loca-
tion and outstanding views of the port, 
Intracoastal and exotic boat traffic, city 
skyline and the Pier 66 Marina itself. 

The old burger and fries menu 
served in plastic baskets, while satis-
fying, is long gone and replaced with 
mouth-watering offerings that are trop-
ical, exotic and very much uptown.

Their new menu features fresh sal-
ads (often not available before) and un-
usual items such as a unique watermel-
on sandwich ($8). It doesn’t use bread 
but in place of the bread are two flat 
squares of watermelon, that have been 
marinated and lightly grilled with a her-
bed goat cheese and pickled cucumber 
as a filling.

The Citrus Ceviche was deliciously 
tangy with crab, shrimp and other sea-
food along with tasty diced vegetables 
that made for a refreshing dish at a 
Summer’s luncheon. It was so good 
that one of my guests who had always 
refused to eat “raw” seafood actually 
loved it. Raw, fresh, oysters are very af-
fordable at only $6 for a half dozen.

The Crab Yucca Fritters ($9) were 
right on the money with its Wasabi Aioli 
dipping sauce. In fact, all of their sauces 
were excellent including very good Pa-
paya Peppadew, Walnut Pesto Aioli and 
10 Cane Rum Mojito sauces. Of course, 
it’s to be expected since the Pelican Bar 
has a bonafide Executive Sous Chef in 
Mr. David Schue.

My entre’ of salmon salad ($14) was 
especially good, and healthy, with pris-
tine gourmet greens like Belgian Endive 
and Arugula (no iceberg lettuce thank 
you).

Dessert was a dreamy chocolate 
mousse served with lots of shaved 
chocolate and actually served in an 
edible chocolate bowl. Of course, an 
espresso was mandatory; it was the 
real thing not a powdered drink.

Throughout the meal, service was 
precise and professional and helped en-

hance a relaxed and casual vibe.
Throw-backs of the old menu re-

main in two burgers; the Pier 66 Burger 
and the Pelican Blue Burger ($12 each). 
I didn’t have them this time but they 
will undoubtedly be much better.

You can get most any cocktail you 
want as they have a first-rate bar that’s 
notable for a relatively small restaurant. 
They also have a complete line of su-
perb Mojitos when your spirit is seeking 
a little adventure.

An outdoor water misting system 
provides cool outdoor dining even on 
the hottest of days. This evaporative 
cooling lowers ambient temperatures 
by about 10 degrees.

The music, sort of an easy tropical 
jazz, tempts one to lazily spend the af-
ternoon limin’ and looking. It’s a great 
place to mind business.

The marina, a hot spot for celebrity 
boats such as Malcolm Forbe’s green 

Restaurant Review

The Pelican Bar’s staff is friendly and professional. Here, Joseph Fisher ( left) 
and David Schue (right) warmly welcome guests.

Highlander family yacht, is being re-de-
signed and renovated. The new marina 
will permit large megayachts to dock on 
the interior of the marina instead of be-
ing confined to a few spaces on the face 
dock.

Even the bathrooms have been 
spruced up and have granite counters.

When I moved here from the cold 
north I thought the Pelican Bar was an 
oasis. It was amazing to sit outside when 
it was miserable up north and enjoy all 
the tropical action. It still is; if there is a 
single reason why people move to Fort 
Lauderdale, this is it.

The Pelican Bar doesn’t pretend to 

Both the food and its presentation is a long way from the old burger and fries in a 
plastic basket - this dish was as good as it looked!

be totally gourmet but politely edges   
toward that line. It has come a long way 
and deserves a look. 

Hours are 11 AM to 10 PM for lunch 
and dinner. Dinner on Fridays and Sun-
days feature live steel drum music; Sat-
urday evenings are enchanting with live 
Brazilian and Bossanova tunes at dinner 
time.

The Pelican Bar, conveniently lo-
cated at the corner of heaven and earth 
on the grounds of the Pier 66 complex, 
2301 SE 17th Street Causeway in Fort 
Lauderdale. No reservations required 
but recommended for parties of 8 or 
more. (954) 525-6666.
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Business Card ads on 
this page are only $39

Call (954) 564-1308 
for more information

We Fix Fences, Decks, 
Arbors, Lattices and 

any Outdoor Structure!

Call Tony for a free estimate, more 
information, pictures & happy 
customers at (954) 792-8135

Still have Hurricane Damage 
and Overdue Repairs? 

We also Restore & Beautify Trees!

Call us for Fast, Affordable Service
Serving Fort Lauderdale since 1979

“A Time To Dance” 
Pre-ballet, ballet, tap, Jazz/lyrical, 
hip hop - all ages 

Grace E. Kaye 
Director/Choreographer 

Boca Raton, Florida 
561-901-0169 
atimetodanceus@aol.com 
www.atimetodance.us 

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get Ahead” 
workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net

SAT Word of 

the month:

Usurp

!Plumbing 
!Carpentry 
!Painting 
!Tiles 
!Business Repairs
!Outdoor Lighting 
!Popcorn Ceilings 

& Knockdown 
!Interior Trim 

Robert 
954-770-3930

Trees with Leaves, Inc.

ACCORDION & ROLLUP
HURRICANE SHUTTERS

Quick Installation
Free Estimates!

PICO ALUMA, INC. 
CALL 954-829-7239
CODE APPROVED - Licensed & Insured

Specializing In: 
 Computer Repairs/Data Recovery

              Virus/Spyware Removal
              System/Software Updates

      Memory/Hard Drive Upgrades 
   Network Configuration

     

              
    info@keytechnical.com   

FLYER DELIVER EXPRESS!
Fast Door-to-Door delivery of your 

newsletter or specialty items
Cheaper & Faster than the Post Offi ce

Reliable and Honest
Call for a free quote!

Sheila - (954) 822-2161
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Letters
THE MISTAKE OF THE 

DECADE

We all agreed that we wanted what 
we had in the old PINK SHOPPING 
CENTER, also known as, the Harbor 
Beach Plaza.  The vocal minority did 
not consider that the developer of 
THE SAILS was making a sincere 
effort to restore what we had and was 
giving us so much more.

In the old days, we had two dress 
shops, a travel agency, a small phar-
macy, a small food market, a deli, 
a fl orist, three or more real estate 
offi ces, a marine store, two beauty 
shops, a jeweler, a lawyer, a dentist, 
a diet center, a Pilates center, a coffee 
shop, a branch post offi ce and mail 
boxes.  THE SAILS could have given 
us all of these services that were so 
convenient for all of us.

The most exciting amenity that no 
one mentioned would have been on 
the sixth fl oor roof of the west wind. 
The pool deck, restaurant and cock-
tail lounge offered all of us a perfect 
place to view the cruise ships arriv-
ing, leaving and at the docks and at 
the same time entertain ourselves and 
our guests while sipping a cocktail 
or having dinner.  This is the ONLY 
SITE available in our city where the 
public could be afforded this wonder-
ful experience.  The view of the pool 
deck from the top of the bridge would 
have been most inviting as well with 
the lush landscaping planned for the 
top.

The traffi c count of 450 cars per hour 
was not correct.  The traffi c engineer 
at the meeting explained very clearly 
that traffi c count is measured for a 
mixed use property with a different 
level of traffi c for the square footage 
of each use.  The increase in traffi c 
count for the proposed uses would 
have been minimal – only 41 trips 
per hour over the existing uses.  The 
traffi c would have been handled very 
effi ciently with the arriving cars 
going one way west on the frontage 
road and the existing traffi c being 
directed under the bridge.  This plan 
would have improved the impact on 
23rd Avenue making it even better 
than it is today.

The footprint of THE SAILS com-
pared to the HYATT HOTEL was, 
also, faulted.  The cubic feet in the 
HYATT TOWER, not including the 
restaurants and ball rooms on the 
Intracoastal and the low rise build-
ings on the north side of the property 
was compared to the whole structure 
of THE SAILS.  The hotel rooms per 
acres on THE  SAILS was around 43 
per acres.  The hotel rooms of every 
hotel on the beach were well in excess 
of 100 per acres.

Those objecting to the view of the 
ocean from the bridge with the 12 
story tower of THE SAILS obviously 
were not looking or listening.  The de-
veloper actually moved the footprint 
of the building from the original plan 
so that we would have the same view 
of the ocean we have now from the 
top of the bridge.

The last argument brought up was the 
proximity of single family homes to 
THE SAILS project.  There is a buffer 
of multi family buildings between the 
project and any single family home.  
The owner of one of those buildings is 
currently remodeling, and supported 
this project, and has designed his 
changes to refl ect the proposed proj-
ect.  Furthermore, the hi-rise condos 
and COOP residents who were object-
ing to this project live directly across 
the street from single family homes 
with no buffer and they all exceed 12 
stories.  

Considering all of the above, I fail to 
understand the lack of understand-

ing of the vocal minority and the 
members of the Fort Lauderdale City 
Commission.  This project met every 
requirement of the city and the zoning 
and exceeded the landscaping and 
set back requirements.  It encouraged 
LEED construction, a forward think-
ing approach to today’s standards.  
The projects needs to be approved the 
way it was proposed.  In order to be 
economically feasible THE SAILS 
must be 12 stories.  By the way, the 
12th Floor will contain the air con-
ditioner units so that they will not be 
visible on the roof.

The Developer has rights and they 
have been denied.  He will take what-
ever steps are necessary to assure that 
he is compensated for the ill-advised 
decision made by the City Com-
mission. In the end, the cost of that 
decision will fi rmly be placed on us, 
the tax payers of the city. Where is the 
leadership, planning and vision of our 
future?  I hope we are not going to 
face the possibility of a Motel 8 and 
a McDonalds at the entrance of our 
wonderful neighborhood as a result of 
this misguided decision….or worse, a 
1000 unit hotel at 12 stories the length 
of the property as is allowed by the 
zoning.

This article was written by Mae Sim-
mons, a long time resident of Harbour 
Inlet, and a tenant in the PINK SHOP-
PING CENTER for 38 years who 
remembers when it was a thriving and 
personally experienced the decline 
of the center as well as the rising real 
estate values which preclude a smaller 
overall redevelopment.

MAYOR NAUGLE A SAD 
CHARACTER WHO HURTS 

THE CITY’S IMAGE

I know I’m running a risk of people 
questioning my sanity when I say that 
I’m actually starting to feel sorry for 
Jim Naugle, but I am. 

When Jim was elected way back in the 
eighties, he was known as a maverick 
and a rebel, but his fi ght was for better 
neighborhoods and changing the status 
quo. Now, nearing the end of his politi-
cal career, (we can only hope), he has 
become a marginal character, a buf-
foon, an affi liate of the wacko fringe. 
Instead of having a legacy that he can 
be proud of, one that he can share with 
his grandchildren, he will be dogged by 
his crazy outbursts, especially this latest 
insane tirade.

This is how I see the genesis of Nau-
gle’s latest harangue. It all started with 
the Robo-Toilet. Jim got behind what 
was arguably the most wasteful bit of 
government spending ever thought of 
(including the $900 hammer). While 
trying to make a case for spending what 
would turn into $500,000 for a single 
seater toilet, he returned to one of his 
standard defenses…the gays made him 
do it. Jim argued that there needed to 
be a private single toilet at the beach 
so two gays could not fi t in it and 
have sex. Jim called it a crisis. What 
he didn’t count on was that a reporter 
would track down his claims that this 
had become a serious problem in our 
community, and report that it wasn’t.  
As a matter of fact, the Police, after an 
exhaustive search, could only come up 
with 8 cases since 2005. Now to give 
that some perspective , during the same 
period, the City logged in 31 murders, 
128 rapes, 1150 robberies, and  6500 
larcenies. Now if you are looking for 
a crisis, there it is! Instead of drawing 
attention to these serious problems, 
the Mayor has now had multiple press 
conferences to talk about toilet sex. 
How sad!
     I would hope that Jim might wake 
up tomorrow, fi nd truth, and schedule a 
real Press Conference, with a real apol-
ogy. He could retire in another year and 
maybe keep some modicum of respect, 
at least by some of those that have not 
been paying close attention. But having 
known him as I have all these years, I 
won’t be holding my breath…

Tim Smith (former City Commissioner) 
Fort Lauderdale
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Submitting your 
letter to the Editor:

Your letters to the editor are welcome 
at the Fort Lauderdale City News. You 
should include your telephone number 
so that you may be called for verifi ca-
tion. Your name will be included with 
your published letter to the editor.

Emailed letters are best - email your 
letter to: letters@citynewsfl .com
Letters can be mailed to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Letters
CITY COMMISSION MUST 
REVERSE BAD DECISION 

ON THE SAILS

by Penny Mondani

The latest news on the Fort Lau-
derdale City Commission’s steward-
ship of development in the city is that 
it is now involved in three more costly 
lawsuits over its willy-nilly and unpre-
dictable decisions on what can and 
cannot be built here.

The most costly of those may well 
end up being its recent vote against 
The Sails, a marina, hotel and ma-
rine-related commercial development 
that would replace the vacant Best 
Western Hotel, marina and shopping 
center at the southeastern side of the 
17th Street Causeway.

The Sails developers say that un-
der a property-rights claim they filed 
with the city that the potential tab to 
Fort Lauderdale taxpayers is estimated 
to be $100 million.

As a homeowner in the neighbor-
hood adjacent to The Sails site I was 
shocked and offended by the city’s 
nonsensical decision.

The developers of The Sails spent 
at least a year and a half meeting and 
working with all of the neighbor-
hood groups in the area and held 
open houses where they displayed 
their plans, answered questions and 
listened to our concerns.  Signs were 

posted on the property for over a 
year, individual residents inquired and 
many participated from the begin-
ning.

The result was a striking, glass-
walled marina and hotel that would 
make a dramatic entrance to our 
neighborhood. It has lots of open 
space and much more landscaping 
than the code requires. The commer-
cial and retail space and rooftop res-
taurants and lounges, which would 
be open to the public, would also be 
a welcome addition to our commu-

nity.  This project would replace many 
of the local services that had been 
missing over the last few years.

The developers didn’t ask for any 
special zoning changes or exceptions, 
just the right to replace an old and 
decaying hotel, shopping plaza and 
marina with a new one.

The commission was presented 
with testimony from its former direc-
tor of planning and zoning that The 
Sails met or exceeded all zoning re-
quirements, complied with the city’s 
land use plans and was a good fit for 
the neighborhood. After all, there is a 
much taller hotel right across the street 
and the county is planning on build-
ing a mammoth hotel directly across 
the Intracoastal Waterway advertised 
to be in excess of 1,000 rooms. The 
developers even designed The Sails to 
protect the southern view from the 
top of the bridge at the request of the 
neighborhood.

Commissioners were also present-

ed with the endorsements from nearly 
all of the homeowner groups, individu-
als, service industries and others.  In one 
endorsement, the South Beach Alliance, 
in a letter to the mayor and commis-
sioners, said: “We welcome the redevel-
opment of properties that have become 
an eyesore to the surrounding area and 
the city over the last 10-12 years and are 
a safety hazard….We support the pro-
posed redevelopment of this site and 
request your enthusiastic endorsement 
of this project.”

The Marine Industry Association of 
South Florida said The Sails was vital to 
the continued prosperity of one of our 
county’s major industries and a service 
workers group representative testified 
how badly the new jobs at The Sails are 
needed.

A small but loud group of dissenting 
homeowners, with tee shirts and a Web 
site, appeared in opposition to the plan. 
But their arguments held no water. They 
complained they’d lose their view to the 
north just as they themselves block the 
neighborhoods view to the east. They 
complained about more traffic, but a 
certified traffic engineer proved their fig-
ures were wrong and challenged their 
method of calculation.

Many of those dissenting hom-
eown

ers were the same ones who sel-
dom participate in their homeowners 
association.  Many refused to come to 
association meetings on The Sails and 
a certain group refused all attempts by 
the developers to meet with them and 

to try to mollify their concerns.
When it was all over, the commis-

sioners voted against all the homeown-
er and industry groups and inexplicably 
– and very possibly illegally – said the 
Sails could not be built.

Now we are reading about the com-
mission crying about all the services and 
employees they are going to have to cut 
because of a small property tax cut man-
dated by the state legislature. 

Meanwhile, they turn down a proj-
ect nearly everyone wanted, that would 
have pumped millions of dollars of new 
taxes into the city coffers, add new jobs, 
supported the marine industry and 
tourism industry and consequently face 
a $59 million lawsuit.

Homeowner and business groups 
are stunned and angered by the com-
mission’s decision, but not as stunned 
and angered as all of the city’s taxpayers 
will be when they learn the cost of the 
commission’s latest bad decision. 

Whatever their personal reasons 
were for denying The Sails, the com-
missioners should quickly reverse their 
decision and do what is right for the ho-
meowners, the neighborhoods and the 
city. Otherwise, every time homeown-
ers in the area – and all city residents 
for that matter – drive by the decaying 
old shopping center and hotel they will 
remember who’s responsible for it still 
being there instead of the gorgeous city 
landmark building that should be there 
instead.

Penny Mondani is a homeowner in 
the Harbour Inlet neighborhood and an 
environmental advocate.
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Business Announcements
MARINA MILE SHIPYARD 
AND MARINA 84 GETS 

NEW OWNERSHIP

A joint venture of Steve Israel, a ma-
rine operator based in New York, and 
Strategic Capital Partners, a Chicago-
based private investment fund has pur-
chased one of the area oldest Marine fa-
cilities, the New River Dry Dock. The six 
acre site, also known previously as “Ma-
rina Mile Shipyard” and “Marina 84,” is 
comprised of a three acre protected ba-
sin with three acres of uplands, and is 
located along Marina Mile on the north 
side of State Road 84. 

Renamed the “MARINA MILE 
YACHTING CENTER at Marina Bay,” the 
facility will cater to the needs of vessels 
from 40 feet to 50 meters (165 feet), as 
well as the manufacturers, dealers, and 
marine contractors that service them.

Steven M. Israel is the managing 
partner of the venture acquiring the site, 
and is an experienced marina owner 
and operator, who also owns a num-
ber of premiere properties in New York, 
New Jersey, and Florida.  As the former 
owner of One Times Square, he knows 
the value of a good location.  

“We consider this a great opportu-
nity to have a marina with such visibility 
from land (I-95) and yet is at the gate-
way to Marina Mile, with all of its great 
Marinas and Shipyards.” 

Plans for this strategic marina prop-
erty include a total upgrade from the 
entrance bridge to the banks of New 
River. With additional dockage, which 
will total over 2,000 linear feet for boats 
up to 165 feet, as well as space on the 
uplands for over 30 boats, from 35 feet 
in length, this site will be able to provide 
additional harbor and service facilities 
for some of the world’s most prestigious 
yachts, their builders, dealers, and ser-
vice personnel. 

The “Graving Dock,” which caused 
the property to be previously named 
the “Dry Dock” is the only such facility 
in Florida, and can handled vessels up to 
140 feet by 32 feet in beam.

The marina which is expected to re-
open in the near future. 

Mercury is Growing Health Threat, Local Medical 
Expert Warns

Leading scientists warn that humans come in contact with mercury so often in 
their daily lives that it poses a serious health threat to adults, children and even the 
unborn on every continent.  Judging from the recent laboratory results of nearly 
700 health-seminar attendees, as many as 9 out of 10 people may currently have 
elevated mercury levels in their bodies.    

“The sad truth is, whether through carelessness, ignorance or greed, man has 
unleashed poisonous mercury on the planet, and now we’re all at risk,” said Dr. 
Bruce Dooley, a medical doctor in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, who specializes in heavy 
metal toxicology and detoxification.  

In February, Dooley spoke to a gathering of 1,000 people at a four-day health 
seminar in Los Angeles about the dangers of mercury and how often people are 
exposed to it.  To date 680 people from that group have taken the special urine 
mercury test and received results from the independent Illinois laboratory Doctor’s 
Data Inc.  The group included men and women between the ages of 18 and 70 
who live throughout the U.S. and Canada, and represent a wide cross-section of 
working professionals, students and retirees.

“I am staggered by the results,” said Dooley.  “Over 95% of the people tested 
with body mercury in the ‘Elevated’ or ‘Very Elevated’ range, while just 5% were 
in the safe reference range. To our knowledge the mercury levels of such a large 
group of “healthy” individuals has never been documented before.”

Mercury is a known toxin that affects the brain, nervous system and immune 
system, and is linked to conditions including fatigue, tremors, depression, memory 
problems, anger and mood swings, hypertension, heart and reproduction dys-
function, and in children, developmental delays and lower IQs.  Research recently 
published from the University of Ohio and supported by the National Institutes of 
Health shows that mercury’s link to heart disease can be traced to activation of an 
enzyme that causes plaque build-up in blood vessel walls.  

“People are shocked to learn how much mercury is in their bodies, and even 
more surprised to find it comes from such common sources,” said Dooley.  “It’s in 
so-called “silver” dental fillings, which are actually 50% mercury.  It’s also in many 
household items such as thermometers and batteries, in many popular fish such as 
tuna, and coal-powered power plants send millions of tons of it into the air.”

Dooley said that mercury generally accumulates in the body over time and 
buries itself deep in the tissues and cells, potentially causing wide-ranging physical 
and emotional health problems that may take years to surface. The most effective 
method to remove mercury, he said, is with a special “chelating” agent that binds 
with the mercury and pulls it out of the body. 

According to the doctor, the most important first step is learning your mercury 
level.  “Because mercury is bound in the body tissues, it’s not free-floating in bodily 
fluids and so can’t accurately be measured by standard blood, urine or hair analy-
ses,” he said.  According to experts in the field of heavy metal toxicology, the most 
accurate test is called the Provoked Urine Challenge, which uses a safe oral chelat-
ing compound to provoke, or push, mercury from the tissues, then binds tightly 
to it so it can be measured in the urine as it exits the body.  The test is a simple and 
affordable 2-hour collection.  If an elevated mercury level is detected, oral treat-
ment is available.  (Information about mercury symptoms, at-home testing and 
independent lab analysis is available at www.MercOut.com.)

Who should be tested?  Dr. Dooley said everyone is at risk for mercury toxicity, 
but especially vulnerable are those with impaired immune systems or who have 
mercury symptoms, and women wishing to become pregnant, as mercury can be 
passed to the developing fetus.  

“It’s time physicians and health-care practitioners acknowledge mercury’s 
health effects and properly test for its presence,” said Dooley.  “When people really 
understand what mercury can do—or already has done--to their health, they run 
to test themselves.”  

Dr. Dooley holds free monthly health 
lectures about mercury and other health-
damaging.  

Call for dates to Advanced Natural 
Medicine, 954-564-8888.  

Dr. Norma Jeanne Flack, 
Eye Surgeon, joins Dr. 

James E. Lang in practice

Well known to Fort Lauderdale & 
Broward County, Norma Jeanne Flack 
D.O. has joined James E. Lang M.D. 

in the practice of 
Ophthalmology. 
She has relocated 
to the 4800 Medi-
cal Complex (North 
Building) at 4800 
NE 20th Terrace, 
Suite 115, Ft. Lau-
derdale, north of 

Holy Cross Hospital.
A Pennsylvania native, Dr. Flack relo-

cated to the Southeast and settled in Ft. 
Lauderdale 5 years ago. She has earned 
the reputation of one of the leading cat-
aract surgeons in Broward County and 
has great experience with the newer 
technology intraocular implants. She is 
also a glaucoma specialist, and complet-
ed a Fellowship at the renowned Wills 
Eye Hospital in Philadelphia. She per-
forms laser and glaucoma surgery and 
glaucoma screenings. In addition, she 
performs oculoplastics surgery, Botox in-
jections, routine eye exams, diabetic eye 
exams and contact lens fittings.

Dr. Flack is accepting new patients 
at the above address.

For appointments: (954) 491-1111.    

Downtown Jewish Center 
Chabad Will be holding 
High Holiday services at 

the Riverside Hotel

Join us for traditional and inspiring 
services in Hebrew and English with in-
sightful commentary.

Everyone is welcome regardless of 
affiliation or background. No member-
ship required. Special program for chil-
dren. For a full Holiday Schedule and to 
receive a free Jewish art Calendar.

Please call 954-667-8000
or visit us on line at www.Down-

townJewish.com or at 620 E. Las Olas 
Blvd.

Rabbi Schneur and Devorah Kaplan

Announcements for this Calendar 
section can be emailed to:

calendar@citynewsfl.com

           or call (954) 564-1308.
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Exotic and Tropical LandscapingExotic and Tropical Landscaping

Custom Designs & Installation
Unique Palm & Plant Nursery
Complete Landscaping Service
Brick Pavers - Marble - Natural Rock
Professional Sprinker Installation
Beautiful Landscape Lighting
Ask about our happy Ft. Lauderdale      

 Customers

ALL TERRAIN LANDSCAPING
Residential & Commercial

(954) 565-6453
www.allterrainlandscaping.com

Since 1981 - Licensed & Insured

FREEESTIMATES!

l
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